




 
In the Name Of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful 
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An Excerpt from Tafseer Hidāyat-ul-Qurān 

by Hazhrat Mawlana Kashif Uthman al-Hashimi  

(completed and revised by Shaikh al-Islām Hazhrat Mufti Saeed Ahmad Palanpūri حفظھ هللا) 
Translated by Mawlana Tayyib Chowdhury, Takhassus fellow at Darul Quran WasSunnah 

 

تٍ۬  لِّلّنَاسِ  ُهدً۬ى لُۡقۡرءَانُ ٱ فِيهِ  نِزلَ أُ  لَِّذىٓ ٱ َرَمَضانَ  َشۡہرُ ﴿  ـٰ َن ۡہرَ ٱ ِمنُكمُ  َشِہدَ  فََمن  ۚلُۡفۡرقَانِ ٱوَ  لُۡهَدىٰ ٱ ّمِنَ  َوبَّيِ  َسَفرٍ۬  عَلَىٰ  أَوۡ  َمِريًضا انَ ڪَ  َوَمن  ۖفَلَۡيُصۡمهُ  لّشَ

 ٌ۬ ة ُ ٱ يُِريدُ   ۗأَُخرَ  أَيَّامٍ  ّمِنۡ  فَِعّدَ ةَ ٱ ِملُواْ ڪۡ َولِتُ  لۡعُۡسرَ ٱ مُ ڪُ بِ  يدُ يُرِ  َوالَ  لُۡيۡسرَ ٱ مُ ڪُ بِ  هلّلَ ُرواْ ڪَ َولِتُ  لِۡعّدَ َ ٱ ّبِ  ﴾تَۡشُكُرونَ  مۡ ڪُ َولََعلَّ  ُكمۡ ٮٰ َهدَ  َما عَلَىٰ  هلّلَ
 

“The month of Ramadan is the one in which the Qur’an was revealed as guidance for mankind, and as clear signs that 
show the right way and distinguish between right and wrong. So those of you who witness the month must fast in it. But 

the one who is sick, or is on a journey (should fast) as much from other days (as he missed). Allah intends (to provide) 
ease for you and does not intend (to create) hardship for you. All this is so that you may complete the number (of fasts 

as prescribed) and proclaim the Takbir of Allah for having guided you, and (so) that you may be grateful.” 
(Surah al-Baqarah: 185) 

 
This ayat was revealed two years after Hijrah and approximately one month and a couple of days before the incident of 
Badr. In this year, instead of fasting 37 days separately, Allah  mandated one month of fasting and stipulated it in 
Ramadan. The reason for the stipulation of Ramadan was explained in the ayat.  
 
“The month of Ramadan is the one in which the Qur’an was revealed as guidance for mankind, and as clear signs that 
show the right way and distinguish between right and wrong.” 
Fasting is prescribed in the month of Ramadan because the Quran was revealed in it. It is mentioned on a special note 
that the Quran is guidance for all of mankind regardless of identity. So if anyone wants the straight and true path to 
open for him and differentiate between truth and falsehood, he will not find a better model than the Quran. In the 
previous ayat, Allah   mentioned the purpose of fasting: [to attain] piety. The most appropriate time to acquire it is 
while fasting. This quality of piety and an environment to cultivate it cannot be found in any other month as in Ramadan.  
This is because this is the month the Quran was revealed. It has been understood that Ramadan is the occasion where a 
person can improve himself. It is the absolute mercy of Allah that he has created so many correlations between 
Ramadan, the Quran and mankind. The reason for this is because Allah is ar-Rahman (the Most Merciful). In this month 
Shaytan does not have the opportunity to rebel because this is the month of favors and forgiveness.  
 
“So those of you who witness the month must fast in it.” 
The month of Ramadan is so sacred and blessed that even if Allah  did not command us to fast this month, we would 
have to come up with a plan to fast this month (on our own). So it is our fortune that Allah, Our Master, commands us 
that which is beneficial for us and prohibits that which harms us.  
 
“But the one who is sick, or is on a journey” 
Because of a valid reason according to Shariah he doesn’t fast  
 
“(should fast) as much from other days (as he missed)” 
If someone left out two fasts during Ramadan because of the above mentioned reasons, he can fulfill those fasts 
another time of the year until thirty fasts are complete. He will be rewarded as if he fasted in Ramadan. Sickness and 

travel are forms of restrictions acknowledged by Allah  in Quran.  
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“Allah intends (to provide) ease for you and does not intend (to create) hardship for you. All this is so that you may 
complete the number (of fasts as prescribed) and proclaim the Takbir of Allah for having guided you” 

Allah  opened the path of guidance, peace, and happiness (for you), so glorify Him for that as much as possible. 

 
“and (so) that you may be grateful” 
The value of a blessing is directly correlated to how grateful you are to the blessing. You appreciate a blessing only as 
much as you are grateful of it. 
 
Some fiqh regarding this ayat:  
 
 Every adult and healthy Muslim, regardless of gender, is obliged to fast. 

 
 A female cannot fast in the days she menstruates nor in the post-partum period, i.e. after giving birth. 

 
 Those sicknesses in which there is a fear of hardship or increase in sickness also permit one not to fast.  

 
 The elderly and sick, who have no hope of getting better, should feed a poor person two stomach full meals or 

give 1 kilo and 565 grams of wheat. If this amount is given to two miskeens (poor person) it is permissible. It is 
also permissible to give multiple days of fidya (atonement) at one time.  

 
 If after fulfilling the fidya, the person becomes healthy, he/she has to make up those fasts. The reward of that 

fidya will still be recorded but will not suffice as atonement for those missed fasts.  
 
 If a person is so poor that he cannot afford fidya, he should make istighfār and also keep the intention to fulfill 

those fasts.  
 
 The definition of traveling according to Shariah is three days of traveling, at a medium pace of walking, which is 

equivalent to approximately 48 miles.  
 
 If after traveling 48 miles, a person has intention of staying in that area for 15 or more days then he does not 

remain a traveler, hence the concession does not apply to him.  
 
 If he intends to stay less than 15 days, he has the option of not fasting at that time, however it’s better to fast . 

 
 If a traveler intends to fast from morning and then travels throughout the day, he should keep his fast except in 

an extreme circumstances. 
 
 After becoming healthy or returning from travel a person should make up all the fast he missed. 

 
Some virtues of fasting: 
  
Rasulullah  said, “When Ramadan starts, the Shayateen (plural of Shaitan) and rebellious jinnāt are imprisoned. All 
the doors of Jahannam are closed. All the doors of Jannah are opened up. An announcement is made, ‘O people looking 
to do good, exert yourself this month. O people who do bad, prevent yourselves.’ This is a month in which Allah grants 
salvation to the people of Jahannam every night.”  
 
In the last day of the month of Shaban, Rasullullah , while addressing the Sahabah, stated: 

“O people there comes over you now a great month, a most blessed month in which lies a night greater in virtue than a 
thousand months. It is a month in which Allah has made fasting compulsory by day and has made sunnah praying [the 
Taraweeh] by night. Whosoever intends to draw near to Allah by performing any virtuous deed, for such person shall be 
the reward like the one who had performed a fardh in any other time. And whoever performs a fardh, shall be blessed 
with the reward of seventy faraa-idh in any other time. 
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This is indeed the month of patience and the reward for true patience is Jannah. It is the month of sympathy with one's 
fellow men. It is the month wherein a true believer's rizq is increased. Whosoever feeds another who fasted, in order to 
break the fast, for the feeder there shall be forgiveness of sins and emancipation from the fire of Jahannam, and for such 
feeder shall be the same reward as the one who fasted (whom he fed) without that person’s reward being decreased in 
the least." 

Thereupon we said, "O Messenger of Allah, not all of us possess the means whereby we can give a fasting person to 

break his fast." The Messenger of Allah  replied, "Allah grants the same reward to the one who gives a fasting person 
to break the fast a mere date, or a drink of water, or a sip of milk.   

This is a month, the first of which brings Allah's mercy, the middle of which brings His forgiveness and the last of which 
brings emancipation from the fire of Jahannam." 

"Whosoever lessens the burden of his servants in this month, Allah will forgive him and free him from the fire of 
Jahannam. 

And in this month four things you should continue to perform in great number, two of which shall be to please your 
Lord, while the other two shall be those without which you cannot do. Those which shall be to please your Lord, are that 
you should in great quantity bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah (i.e. recite the Kalimah 
Tayyibah Laa ilaaha illallaah) and make much istighfaar, beg Allah's forgiveness with astagirfirullaah. As for those 
without which you cannot do, you should beg of Allah, entrance into Jannah and ask refuge in Him from Jahannam. 

And whoever gave a person who fasted water to drink, Allah shall grant that giver to drink from my fountain, such a 
drink after which that person shall never again feel thirsty until he enters Jannah." 

 

 

An excerpt from Tuhfatul Qari 

by Shaikh al-Islām Hazhrat Mufti Saeed Ahmad Palanpūri حفظھ هللا 

Virtues of Fasting 

Translated by Mawlana Tayyib Chowdhury, Takhassus Fellow at Darul Quran WasSunnah 

 

َ�نَا ِ  َ�بْدُ  َحدَّ يِب  نْ �َ  َمالٍِك، َ�نْ  َمْسلََمَة، ْ�نُ  ا�َّ
َ
نَاِد، أ ْعَرِج، َعِن  الزِّ

َ
يِب  َ�نْ  األ

َ
نَّ  ـ عنه اهللا رىض ـ ُهَر�َْرةَ  أ

َ
ِ  رَُسوَل  أ  عليه اهللا ص� ا�َّ

يَامُ  «   قَاَل  وسلم وْ  قَاتَلَهُ  اْمُرؤٌ  َو�ِنِ  َ�َْهْل، َوالَ  يَْرفُْث  فَالَ  ُجنٌَّة، الصِّ
َ
َ�ْ�ِ   . َصائِمٌ  إِ�ِّ  فَلْيَُقْل  َشاَ�َمهُ  أ ِي ،َمرَّ

َّ
ُلُوُف  �ِيَِدهِ  َ�ْفيِس  َواذل

َ
 فَمِ  خل

ائِمِ  ْطيَُب  الصَّ
َ
ِ  ِعنْدَ  أ   ا�َّ

َ
ابَهُ  َطَعاَمهُ  َ�رْتُكُ  الِْمْسِك، ِر�ِح  ِمنْ  َ�َعاىل ْجِ�، ِمنْ  وََشْهَوتَهُ  َورَشَ

َ
يَامُ  أ نَا يِل، الصِّ

َ
ْجِزي َوأ

َ
ََسنَةُ  بِِه، أ

ْ
 بَِعرْشِ  َواحل

ْمثَالَِها
َ
 . »   أ
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Narrated Abu Huraira: 

Allah's Messenger  said, "Fasting is a shield. So, the person observing fast should avoid intercourse with his wife and 
should not behave foolishly and impudently. If someone fights with him or curses him, he should tell him twice, 'I am 
fasting’." By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, the smell of a fasting person’s mouth is better in the sight of Allah than the 
smell of musk. (Allah says about the fasting person), 'He has left his food, drink and desires for My sake. The fast is for 
Me and I will reward (the fasting person) for it (personally). The reward of good deeds is multiplied ten times." 

  

يَامُ   Fasting is a shield. This is the first benefit of fasting. Historically, when a soldier wanted to boast (his talent) he :  ُجنَّةٌ  الصِّ

would do so with a sword in one hand and a shield in the other; one for offense and the other for defense. Man’s open 
enemy is Shaitan and his biggest enemy is his nafs (inner self). Fasting defends a person from both.  By fasting a person 
defends himself from both forms of evil. 

 

However, fasting is only beneficial when a person fulfills all of its necessities. Whoever engages in futile and idle actions, 
even if it be with their spouse, arguing with others or just vain conversation, how is his fast going to serve him as a 
shield? That type of fast is nothing but deprivation from food and drink.  

 

قَاتَلَهُ  اْمُرؤٌ  �ِنِ إ  : When someone quarrels with a fasting person: There are some who  get very angry while they are fasting. If 

one provokes a fasting person, he should not even reply. Rather, he should deal with the situation with silence. If it is 
necessary, he should tell the quarreler that he is fasting. Imam Nawawi  mentions in Sharh al-Muhazhab, that both 
methods are good. However verbal mentioning is more effective and if he combines both then it is definitely good.  

 

ُلُوُف 
َ
ائِمِ  فَمِ  خل الصَّ  : The smell of the fasting person’s mouth: When the stomach is empty, a gas is produced and it rises up to 

the mouth. This is called khaloof. Since the smell is something which is related to fasting, Rasulullah  took an oath to 
express how beloved the smell is. So imagine how beloved the fast itself is to Allah .  

 

يَامُ  يِل  الصِّ  : Fasting is for me i.e. Allah : Ulama have given multiple meanings for this hadeeth qudsi:  

1) Fasting is such a form of worship which does not have the possibility of showing off. Other forms of worship 
have that possibility.  

2) Among all forms of good deeds, Allah  prefers fasting the most because it has obstinance from eating, drinking 
and marital relations. This is a quality of Allah . So when a slave of Allah does this, he is resembling the quality 
of Allah . 

3) Fasting is such a form of worship which is not nor can it be done for anyone besides Allah. Other forms of 
worship like charity, tawaf (circumbulation), etc. can be done for others besides Allah. 

4) This attribution of fasting to Allah is for the purpose of respect. Meaning, fasting is a really good form of 
worship. It is like the connection in the term Baitulllah (Allah’s house).   
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نَا
َ
ْجزِي َوأ

َ
بِهِ  أ  : I will reward it: this word can be read as an active verb or as a passive verb. It is more commonly read in the 

active form. The Muhaddithoon read it in the active form whereas the Sufis read it in the passive form . The difference is 
that when it is read in the passive form, it’s meaning is I (i.e. Allah) am the reward of fasting. Meaning, the person 
attains proximity to Allah by means of fast. When it is read in the active form, it means that Allah will reward the person.  

 

ََسنَةُ 
ْ
ْمثَالَِها بَِعرْشِ  َواحل

َ
 The reward of good deeds is multiplied ten times: this is the general rule for rewards. The reward of :   أ

every good action is multiples from ten times to 700 times. However, there are two actions exceptional to this rule: 

 

 Spending in the path of Allah i.e. Supporting causes to establish the Deen. This is mentioned in Surah Baqarah, ayat 
261. The reward for spending in the path of Allah starts from 700 times and there is no limit for its end.  

 Fasting  
 
Its minimum reward is according to the general rule however there is no limit on how much more it can be 
multiplied. The reward is left unknown, only to be found out on the Day of Qiyamah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
An Excerpt from Dars Aqeedah al-Tahawi 

Lessons by Hazrat Mufti Shah Muhammad Nawālur Rahmān (� حفظھ) 
Translated by Abu Raiyan, graduate of Darul Quran WasSunnah  

، وال نفرط يف حب أحد منهم، وال نتربأ من أحد منهم، ونبغض من يبغضهم، - ص� اهللا عليه وسلم -و�ب أصحاب رسول اهللا « 

 » ر ونفاق وطغيانوال نذكرهم إال خب�، وحبهم دين و�يمان و�حسان، و�غضهم �ف

“And we love the Companions of the Prophet (SAW). We do not exceed in the love of any of them nor do we disassociate 
from anyone of them. We have hatred for those who hate them. We do not mention them except with good. Love for them 

is a sign of Deen (religion), Iman (faith), and Ihsan (perfection). Hatred for them is disbelief, hypocrisy, and rebellion.” 

The Status of the Sahabah  

The first fundamental aspect of the love of the Sahabah  is to determine their status. In the view of Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’ah, the noble Sahabah  are the best and most righteous group after the Prophet . They are more eminent than 
any other Ummat of the previous prophets. Their eminence means that they are the most beloved, most pious, and most 
virtuous group in the sight of Allah after the Prophets . They were accomplished believers, genuine in their Islam, -
Allah forbid- not hypocrites. Those who were hypocrites (of their time) exposed their hypocrisy and were thus exposed. 
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They –Allah forbid- are not (counted) among the Sahabah. No one can ever reach the position of the Sahabah by their 
actions. Just as no wali can ever reach the position of a nabi, no wali can ever reach the position of a Sahabi.  

Regarding the Sahabah the Holy Quran says, 

ضوا عنهريض اهللا عنهم ور  

Allah is well pleased with them and they are well pleased with Him 

 لقد ريض اهللا عن املؤمن� إذ يبايعونك

Allah was pleased with the Believers when they pledged allegiance to you 

Were Allah Ta’ala to have been displeased with them in the future, He would not have used the word, ريض, 
about them. Meaning to say, Allah Ta’ala is pleased with them now,, but He will be displeased with them  later, 
-Allah forbid- is completely incorrect. When Allah Ta’ala is pleased, it is for the past, present, and the future. 
This pleasure was earned by the Sahabah  due to their exceptional qualities. 

The Exceptional Qualities of the Sahabah  

Among the exceptional qualities of the Sahabah  is: 

1. They are the first group to believe in Rasulullah . They are the first to gain the immense wealth of 
Iman and Islam. Their eyes are those that benefited from the illumination of Rasulullah  directly. 

2. Allah  chose them for the companionship and help of Rasulullah . 

 وألزمهم لكمة اتلقوى و�نوا أحق بها وأهلها
And He made them stick to the word of piety and they were much entitled to it. 

Allah  made taqwa (His fear and consciousness) part of their demeanor; it was inseparable from them; 
they were the most rightful of it. 

 

 عليه اهللا ص� - �مد أصحاب أوئلك.  الفتنة عليه تؤمن ال اليح فإن مات قد بمن فليسن مستنا اكن من:  قال مسعود ابن وعن
 فضلهم هلم فاعرفوا دينه وإلقامة نبيه لصحبة اهللا اختارهم ت�لفا وأقلها علما وأعمقها قلو�ا أبرها األمة هذه أفضل اكنوا - وسلم

  ستقيمامل اهلدى ىلع اكنوا فإنهم وس�هم أخالقهم من استطعتم بما وتمسكوا آثارهم ىلع واتبعوهم

Ibn Masood  advised those to come after them, “He who is to follow should follow the path of those who 
passed, as the living are not immune from fitnah (trial, tribulation). Those whom you should follow are the 
companions of Muhammad . They were the most meritorious of this Ummah, the most pious at heart, deepest 
in knowledge, least in formalities (most simple in lifestyle). Allah  chose them for the companionship of His 
Nabi and establishment of His Deen. So acknowledge their virtue (above others), follow their footsteps, and 
grasp what you can from their manners and [life examples], for they were upon the most upright guidance.  

The First Addressees of the Quran: 

3. The Quran was revealed in front of them. They were the first addressees of it. They understood best 
when, in what situation, and in which context the Prophet  said something or an ayah of the Quran 
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was revealed. They also understood best what the meaning of the ayah was. The Sahabah  heard the 
Noble Quran and other commandments directly from the blessed lips of Rasulullah . 

The Sacrifices of the Sahabah   

4. The Sahabah  poured their lives and wealth in the Path of Allah  like flowing water. They forsook 
their families, relatives, children, and parents in the love of Allah and His Messenger . They forsook 
their homeland; they forsook their properties; they did not fear [care about] anything. They [forsook 
everything and] spread the commandments of the Quran, Hadith, and Shariah. Had they not compiled 
the Quran, narrated the Hadith, and explained the Shariah, those after them would have had no 
knowledge about the Quran, Hadith, or Seerah (life of Rasulullah ). In summary, they left no stone 
unturned in their propagation of the Quran and the Sunnah. 

The Primary Embodiments of the Iman Qualities Mentioned in the Quran 

5. All of the Iman qualities mentioned in the Quran, like being a believer, being a Muslim, being God-
fearing, being truthful, being sincere (siddeeq), being a witness, being pious, being devout, being 
patient, being grateful, being repentant, being a worshipper, being a bower (in rukoo’), being a prostrator 
(in sajdah), being a bidder of good, being forbidder of evil, being a preserver of the boundaries of Allah, 
being good (muhsin), being reliant (upon Allah), being guided, all of these virtuous qualities were 
primarily embodied by the Sahabah . All of the qualities of Iman were in them. The Ulama and the 
Righteous follow them in embodying these qualities. In essence, the Sahabah  are the real 

embodiments. Thus, the true “كنتم خ� أمة” (You are the best Ummah) are the Sahabah . The “Best 

Ummah” refers to the Sahabah , and everyone else is by adherence to them. 

 

 

 
 

An excerpt from Akhlaq-e-Salaf  

An audio commentary series by Hazrat Shah Mufti Nawālur Rahmān (حفظه اهللا) 
conducted during weekly Tazkiyah Majālis, on Akhlāq-e-Salaf  

Abridged in Udru by Hazrat Shah Mawlana Muhammad Ahmad Partabghiri (rh)  
from Tanbeeh al-Mughtarreen 

Original in Arabic by al-Mujaddid ash-Shaikh al-Allāmah Abdul Wahhāb ash-Sha’rāni  
Translated by Hafiz Osman Vazir, 5th year Student of Darul Quran WasSunnah 

 

A manner from amongst the mannerisms of the Salaf Saliheen is that… 
 
They would forgive whoever hurt them, be it that he hits him, steals his wealth, or dishonors him, in following the 
footsteps of Rasulullah . This is because Rasulullah  never took revenge for himself. Rather, he would only take 
revenge when the bounds and limits of haram were transgressed.  
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Ja’far ibn Muhammad  mentions that being remorseful over forgiveness is more desirous to me than 
being remorseful over punishments.  
 
Hatim Asam  mentions that it is an injustice that you deem people evil due to their disobedience of 
Allah , while you do not do the same to yourself. I say that the meaning of being angry at ones’ self is that a person 
keeps his soul hungry, thirsty, and aloof from the bed. He should act with it as one would act with an enemy.  
 
Abu Yazid Bastami  mentions that “I called upon my soul to worship but it (the inner-self) denied. So, I did not give it 
water for one year as a punishment.” 
 
A man who committed a crime was brought before Ibn Zubair . He called upon the flogger to stripe this man. The man 
pleaded, “I ask forgiveness by that Being in front of whom you shall be disgraced more than me." Right there and then 
Ibn Zubair  descended from the throne and said while putting his face to the ground, “I have forgiven you.” I say: he 
might have dropped the legal punishment of the person taking the oath due to a shar’i excuse. For example, there was 
fear of more corruption in implementing the legal punishment than dropping it.  
 
Qatada  was asked, who is the noblest of persons? He replied, “One who forgives faults a lot.” 
 
One lady stole the Noble Quran and shawl of Malik ibn Dinar . He went in pursuit of her saying, “I am Malik. Give me 
the Quran, take the shawl and do not worry about anything.” 
 
Abu Sai’d  mentions, “Complete forgiveness is that no revenge is taken from the oppressor and that he be shown 
mercy. In addition, dua for forgiveness should be made for him in abundance.” For example, when Imam Malik  was 
flogged (unjustly), he forgave the flogger on the first stripe. The same situation is narrated about Imam Ahmad . When 
he was hit, he said, “What is the loss of a man if in its place no one else gets punished.” 
 
Ka’b al-Ahbar  mentions, “One who is bears the difficulties caused by (his) women, Allah  will give him the reward of 
Ayub . As for the woman who bears the oppression of her husband,  Allah  will give her the reward 
of Asiyah bint Muzahim (wife of Firoun).” 
Another manner from amongst the mannerisms of the Salaf Saliheen is that… 

They would keep consideration of the sanctity of Muslims and would become happy at their good actions because they 
are among the signs of Allah . 
 
Abu Bakr Siddeeq  mentions, “No Muslim should belittle another Muslim because a Muslim is deemed great in the 
sight of Allah .” 
 
Abdullah ibn Abbas   mentions, “The best good action is to honor the friend.”  

When he would look at the Ka’bah Shareef, he would say, “Allah  has most definitely given you honor and nobility, but 
the honor of a believer is far greater than you in the sight of Allah . 

Ikrimah  says, “Beware! Do not cause difficulty to any alim, because the one who caused difficulty to an alim, it is as if 
he caused difficulty to Rasulullah .” 
 
Abu Hurairah  says, “In the sight of Allah , believers are more honorable than some angels.” 
 
O, Friend! Do you hold the general Muslims in honor after thinking about what is in you? Or do you belittle and dishonor 
them due to which you have become a sinner? Therefore, do istighfar.  
 
And all praises are due to Allah , Lord of the Universe. 
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ICON #1: The Virtues of Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Affan  

 احلال، تلك ىلع وهو هل فأذن ب�ر، أبو فاستأذن -ساقيه أو -فخذيه عن اكشفا بيته، يف مضطجعا وسلم عليه اهللا ص� اهللا رسول اكن: قالت اع�شة، عن
 :استأذن عمر، فأذن هل وهو كذلك، فتحدث، ثم استأذن عثمان فجلس رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم وسوى ثيابه، فلما خرج قالت اع�شةثم  فتحدث،

أال أستحي من رجل �ستحي  دخل أبو ب�ر فلم تهتش هل ولم تباهل، ثم دخل عمر فلم تهتش ولم تباهل، ثم دخل عثمان فجلست وسو�ت ثيابك فقال
 (رواه مسلم) الئ�ةمنه امل

Aisha  narrated that the Messenger of Allah  was lying down in his house with his thighs – or his shanks – 
uncovered.  Abu Bakr asked permission to enter, so he gave him permission, remaining in the same position as 
he was, and conversed.  Then, Umar asked permission to enter, so he gave him permission while remaining as 
he was and conversed.  Then, Uthman asked permission to enter.  Rasulullah  sat up and fixed his clothes.   
When he left, Aisha said, “Abu Bakr came in and you did not stir up for him nor did you show much care (to fix 
your clothes). Then Umar came and again you did not stir up for him nor did you show much care (to fix your 
clothes).  Then Uthman came and you sat up and fixeD your clothes.” He said, “Shall I not show modesty to a 
man whom even the angels show modesty?” (Saheeh Muslim)   

 )رواه الرتمذي (عثمان -يع� يف اجلنة -للك نيب رفيق، ورفييق  :قال رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم :عن طلحة بن عبيد اهللا، قال

Talha ibn Ubaidillah narrates that Rasulullah  said, “Every prophet has a friend, and my friend, i.e. in Jannah, 
is Uthman.  (Sunan Tirmizhi) 

رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم إىل مكة، فبايع رسول  )ريض اهللا عنه(ملا أمر رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم ببيعة الرضوان اكن عثمان  :وعن أ�س، قال
يد رسول اهللا ص� اهللا فرضب بإحدى يديه ىلع األخرى، فاكنت  إن عثمان يف حاجة اهللا وحاجة رسوهل :فقال رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم .انلاس

 عليه وسلم لعثمان خ�ا من أيديهم ألنفسهم. رواه الرتمذي

Anas  narrated that when Rasulullah  ordered the pledge of Ridwan, Uthman was the messenger of 
Rasulullah  to (the people of) Makkah.  He took the pledge from the people and said, “Uthman is out for a 
task of Allah and His Messenger.”  So he put one of his hands upon the other (and took Uthman’s pledge).  The 
hand of Rasulullah (s) for Uthman was better than their own hands for themselves. (Tirmizhi) 

أال  :إىل عثمان، ولون عثمان يتغ�، فلما اكن يوم ادلار قلنا قال: جعل انليب ص� اهللا عليه وسلم �رس) اهللا عنهماريض (وعن أيب سهلة مو� عثمان 
 (ابليهيق) .ال، إن رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم، عهد إىل أمرا، فأنا صابر نفيس عليه :نقاتل؟ قال

Abu Sahlah, the mawla of Uthman , narrated that Nabi  whispered something to Uthman which made 
him turn pale.  On the Day of Daar (the day the assassinators of Uthman  besieged him in his house) we 
said, “Shall we not fight (them)?” He said, “No, Rasulullah  took a promise from me (that I would not fight 
back) and I am holding myself patiently to it.” (Baihaqy) 

يب ص� اهللا عن أيب هر�رة، أن رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم اكن ىلع حراء هو وأبو ب�ر وعمر وعثمان ويلع وطلحة والز�� فتحر�ت الصخرة، فقال انل
 (الرتمذي) .اهدأ، فما عليك إال نيب أو صديق أو شهيد :عليه وسلم
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Abu Hurairah  narrated that Rasulullah  was on [Mount] Hira with Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali, Talha, 
and Zubair.  The rock began to tremble, so Nabi  said, “Calm down, there is none upon you but a nabi, a 
siddique or a martyr. (Tirmizhi) 

شهدت ادلار ح� أرشف عليهم عثمان فقال: أ�شد�م اهللا واإلسالم هل تعلمون أن رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه  :ن القش�ي، قالوعن ثمامة بن حز
فاشرت�تها  ». من �شرتي برئ رومة �عل دلوه مع دالء املسلم� خب� هل منها يف اجلنة؟ «  :وسلم قدم املدينة وليس بها ماء �ستعذب غ� برئ رومة؟ فقال

أ�شد�م اهللا واإلسالم، هل تعلمون أن  :فقال .ا� نعم :فقالوا !أن أرشب منها حىت أرشب من ماء ابلحر؟ صلب مايل، وأنتم ايلوم تمنعون�من 
�تها من فاشرت.  » من �شرتي بقعة آل فالن ف��دها يف املسجد خب� هل منها يف اجلنة؟ «   :املسجد ضاق بأهله فقال رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم
ا� نعم. قال أ�شد�م اهللا واإلسالم، هل تعلمون أ� جهزت جيش العرسة من مايل؟  :فقالوا !صلب مايل، فأنتم ايلوم تمنوعن� أن أص� فيها ر�عت�؟

و ب�ر وعمر وأنا، فتحرك اجلبل أ�شد�م اهللا واإلسالم، هل تعلمون أن رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم اكن ىلع ثب� مكة ومعه أب :قال .ا� نعم :قالوا
اهللا أ�رب! شهدوا  :قال .ا� نعم :؛ قالوا» اس�ن ثب�! فإنما عليك نيب وصديق وشهيدان«  :حىت �ساقطت حجارته باحلضيض، فر�ضه برجله قال

 ورب الكعبة أ� شهيد، ثالثا رواه الرتمذي، والنسايئ، وادلارقط�

Thumamah ibn Hazn al-Qushairi narrated: I was present at the house (the day the assassinators of Uthman (ra) 
besieged him in his house) when Uthman appeared from above them and said, “I ask you, by Allah and al-
Islam, do you know that when Nabi  came to Madina, there was no source of sweet water besides the Well 
of Rumah. So, he  said, ‘Who can purchase the Well of Rumah and place his bucket alongside the buckets of 
the Muslims in exchange for one better than it in Jannah?’ So, I purchased it with my own money. Yet, today 
you are not letting me drink from it to the point where I have to get water from the sea?” They (the 
assassinators) answered, “O Allah! Yes.” He (Uthman ) then said, “I ask you, by Allah and al-Islam, do you 
know that the masjid was insufficient for its occupants, so Rasulullah  said, ‘Who can purchase the land of 
such-and-such family and add it to the masjid in exchange for one better than it in Jannah?’ So, I purchased it 
with my own money. Yet, today, you are not letting me pray two rakaat in it?!” They responded, “O Allah! 
Yes.” He said, “I ask you, by Allah and al-Islam, do you know I prepared the Army of Distress (Tabuk) with my 
money?” They said, “O Allah! Yes.” He said, “I ask you, by Allah and al-Islam, do you know that Rasulullah  
was on Mt. Thabeer of Makkah and Abu Bakr, Umar and I were with him. So, the mountain began to shake 
until some of its rocks fell to the bottom.  He  stomped on it with his foot and said, “Be still Thabeer! Upon 
you is only a nabi, a siddique and two martyrs.” They responded, “O Allah! Yes.” He said, “Allahu Akbar! They 
have witnessed, by the Lord of the Ka’bah, that I am a martyr” and repeated it thrice. (Tirmizhi, Nasai, 
Daarqutny) 

 

 

ICON #2: Qadi Abu Yusuf 
An Excerpt from the The Concise History of Fiqh 

by Hazrat Mufti Ruhul Amin Qasmi, 
Shaikhul Hadith and Principal of Darul Quran WasSunnah,  

Sadr Mufti of Shariah Board, New York 
Translated from Arabic by Mawlana Shakeelur Rahman, 

Graduate of Darul Quran WasSunnah 
 

The Imam, erudite scholar, master of Hadith, the 
supreme Judge of all judges (Qadi al-Qudat), Abu Yusuf 

bin Ibrahim bin Habib bin Hubaysh bin Sa’d bin Bujayr 
bin Mu’awiyah al-Ansari al-Kufi . 

Sa’d bin Bujayr  is a Companion – under the name of 
Sa’d bin Habtah – and his mother was as well. He was a 
Bajali, from one the tribes of the Ansar. He participated 
in Khandaq and other battles. 
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Abu Yusuf  was born in 113 AH. He narrated from 
Hisham bin Urwah, Yahya bin Sa’eed al-Ansari, Ata’ bin 
al-Saib, Yazid bin Abi Yazid, Abu Ishaq al-Shaybani, 
Ubaydullah bin Umar, al-Amash, Hajjaj bin Artah, and 
Abu Hanifah, may Allah be pleased with all of them. He 
remained with Abu Hanifah and learned Fiqh under 
him. Abu Yusuf was the noblest of his students, and the 
most knowledgeable of them. Many Imams completed 
studies under him, such as Muhammad bin al-Hasan, 
Ma’la bin Mansur, Hilal al-Ray, ibn Sima’ah, and a great 
number of others . 

Those who narrated from him include: Yahya bin 
Ma’een, Ahmad bin Hanbal, Ali bin al-Ja’d, Asad bin al-
Furat, Ahmad bin Mani’, Ali bin Muslim al-Tusi, Amr bin 
Abi Amr al-Harrani, Amr al-Naqid and many others . 

Abu Yusuf’s father was poor. He owned a paltry store. 
Imam Abu Hanifah  would care for Abu Yusuf and 
provide him with dirhams, a hundred at a time. Ali bin 
Harmalah al-Taymi relates from him: “I would seek 
knowledge while I was very poor, so my father came to 
me and said, ‘Oh son! Don’t extend your feet with Abu 
Hanifah because you are in need!’ I preferred to listen 
my father, but Abu Hanifah gave me one hundred 
dirhams and then said, ‘Remain in the lessons, and 
when this (money) finishes, let me know.’ Then after 
some days Abu Hanifah  gave me another hundred 
dirhams.” It was said, ‘Abu Hanifah  is surely taking 
care of an orphan.’ His mother accepted Islam 
ultimately. 

Muhammad bin al-Hasan said, ‘Abu Yusuf became very 
sick. Abu Hanifah visited him, and when he was leaving 
he said, ‘If this boy dies, then surely he was the most 
knowledgeable of those with him.” Ahmad bin Hanbal 
said, “When I first began writing Hadith, I would bring 
my questions to Abu Yusuf, and he was more inclining 
to the Hadith scholars than Abu Hanifah and 
Muhammad.” 

Ibrahim bin Abi Dawud al-Burullusi  said, “I heard ibn 
Ma’in say, ‘I did not find those from the Ashab al-Ray 
(those devoted to fiqh) more veracious in Hadith, nor 
more accurate in memory, nor more reliable in 
authenticity than Abu Yusuf.” 

Abbas  narrates from ibn Ma’in , “Abu Yusuf is a 
person of Hadith, a person of the Sunnah.” 

Yahya al-Barmaki  said, “Abu Yusuf came and 
although his Fiqh was the least of what he had, he filled 
the two horizons with his knowledge of it.” 

Ahmad (bin Hanbal)  said, “Abu Yusuf was very 
upright in the subject of Hadith.” 

Abu Yusuf said , “I accompanied Abu Hanifah for 17 
years.” 

Hilal al-Ra’iy  said, “Abu Yusuf had completely 
memorized the subjects of Tafsir, Maghazi (expeditions 
of the Prophet ), the History of the Arabs (Poetry and 
History), and one of the disciplines he knew of was 
Fiqh.” 

Ibn Sima’ah  said, “Abu Yusuf routinely performed 
200 rakahs daily.” 

Yahya bin Yahya al-Tamimi  said, “I heard Abu Yusuf 
say at his death, ‘Every fatwa I have issued I rescind, 
except those in agreement to the Quran and the 
Sunnah.’” In another narration, “‘Except that which is in 
the Quran, and what the Muslims have agreed upon.” 

Bishr bin al-Walid  said, “I heard Abu Yusuf say, 
‘Whoever seeks wealth through alchemy has gone 
bankrupted. Whoever seeks Deen through philosophy 
has committed a heresy. And whoever follows 
uncommon narrations has lied.’” 

Ibn Adiy  said, “There is no problem with (narrating 
from) him.” 

Al-Nasai  said in Tabaqat al-Hanafiyyah, “Abu Yusuf 
is a reliable narrator.” 

Abu Hatim  said, “His Hadith can be recorded.” 

Bakkar bin Qutaybah  said, “I heard Abu al-Walid  
say, ‘When Abu Yusuf  came to Basrah with Al-
Rashid, the Jurists and Hadith scholars gathered on his 
doorstep. He came out to meet them and said, ‘I am 
with both sides entirely! I will not declare one group 
superior to the other.’ Abu al-Walid  also said, ‘He 
was the Judge of the horizons, the vizier of al-Rashid, 
and his associate during Hajj.’” 

Muhammad bin Shuja’ said that al-Hasan bin Abi Malik 
 related to us, “I heard Abu Yusuf say, ‘We will not 
pray behind one who says that ‘the Quran is created,’ 
and one who adorns his speech with anything of 
philosophy will not be successful.’” 

I say: Abu Yusuf had reached such leadership in 
knowledge that had no further level to it. Al-Rashid  
would speak very highly of him. 

Muhammad bin Sa’dan said that Abu Sulayman al-
Jawzajani  said, “I heard Abu Yusuf say, ‘I entered 
upon al-Rashid while he was twirling two pearls with 
one hand. He said to me, ‘Have you seen anything more 
beautiful than these two?’ I said, ‘Yes, O leader of the 
Believers!’ 

‘What is that?’ he asked. 
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I said, ‘The vessel that contains both of them (i.e. your 
hand)’ He threw them at me and said, ‘Use them for 
whatever you want.’” 

Bishr bin al-Walid  said, “Abu Yusuf passed away on 
Thursday, the fifth of Rabi’ al-Awwal, in the year 182 
AH.” And others have said, “He passed away in the 
beginning of Rabi’ al-Awwal, and lived for 99 years.” 

And how noble is his statement, that which many 
narrators recorded from Bishr bin al-Walid , “I heard 
Abu Yusuf say, ‘Knowledge of argumentation and 
philosophy is ignorance, and ignorance of 
argumentation and philosophy is knowledge.” 

 
ICON #3: Snippets from the life of Allamah Anwar Shah Al Kashmiri 

Written by Hafiz Muaz Billoo, 5th year student at Darul Qur'an Was Sunnah 
 

 In these times of confusion and misinformation, it is imperative that we look to the examples that were set by the 
Muslim icons of the past, and how they traversed through the darkness of the world. One such icon who served as a 
beacon of light and guidance and pushed back against the darkness of the world around him was Allamah Anwar Shah 
Kashmiri . 

 Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri  was born in the year 1292 AH and passed away in the year 1352 AH. He was 
born into a household of knowledge and piety. He started treading the path of knowledge at the age of five under the 
tutelage of his father. He went on to graduate from the prestigious Darul Uloom Deoband in 1313. Anwar Shah Kashmiri 
 was an academic prodigy, displaying the ideal qualities of a student of knowledge such as self-sacrifice, dedication, 
and piety.  

 ShAikh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah  mentions in his abridged biography of Allamah Kashmiri  that in his 
student life, the only time he would ever lay down to sleep was on Thursday nights. He would spend all the other nights 
engaged in his studies. If he would ever feel sleepy in those other nights, he would let sleep overtake him while he was 
sitting upright and studying. Even while in excruciating pain, he would remain engaged in his studies.  

 Allamah Kashmiri  would go on to become one of the greatest intellectuals in the history of Darul Uloom 
Deoband. He became the first sadr mudarris, a prestigious title equivalent to a headmaster, to succeed Shaykh Al Hind 
Mahmudul Hasan . His lectures on Sahih Al Bukhari were compiled into what is now known as Fayd Al Bari. He 
produced many of the greatest luminaries of the last century, including, Mufti Muhammad Shafi Uthmani , Mawlana 
Idris Khandelwi , Mawlana Badr 'Alam Meerati , Maulana Yusuf Binnori , and Mawlana Muhammad Manzoor 
Nu'mani .  

 One of Allamah Kashmiri's greatest contributions to the Ummah was his refutation of the Qadiyanis. Their claim 
that a prophet had come after the Prophet Muhammad  had deceived many of the uneducated Muslims into accepting a 
new prophet. It was a threat to Islam at its very foundations. A number of Muslims, while unbeknownst to them, had lost 
their iman. Allamah Kashmiri  exerted the last portion of his life in the effort of refuting the Qadiyanis. This work 
preoccupied his mind day and night. He once lamented to his students, "this thought preoccupies me day and night: in our 
lectures and writings we tend to propagate the excellence of the Hanafi school; however, the real threats are atheism and 
Qadianism. As to the differences between the Hanafi and Shafi'i schools, these are, at most, related to preferences and 
priority. These differences will not be an issue on the Day of Judgment. In contrast, the mischiefs of Qadianism and 
atheism have been striking at the roots of our Islamic beliefs. This is what makes me sad."1 He also wrote a number of 

1 The Great Scholars of the Deoband Islamic Seminary, Justice Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani, pg. 61. Mufti Taqi Usmani writes in a 
footnote under this quotation: "Allamah Kashmiri had pressed home the above point with the fervor of a true believer. However, it is 
both regrettable and intriguing that far from appreciating the spirit permeating his assertion, some people have misquoted it for 
sectarian reasons. Yet, his observation seeks to extirpate sectarianism from the Muslims. Furthermore, it is outrageous that some 
people misinterpret these words to mean that in his last days Allamah Kashmiri had disavowed his allegiance to the Hanafi mazhab. 
How deplorable is this! What Allamah Kashmiri meant was that, because the Muslim Ummah was faced with the dangers of disbelief 
and atheism, everyone should focus on these. In such circumstances, it would be both unwise and a waste of time to engage in minor 
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books on the subject. One such book is known as At Tasreeh Bi Maa Tawaatara Fi Nuzool Al Maseeh, in which he 
compiled over one hundred ahadith ranging from Prophetic statements, statements of the companions, and the statements 
of the Tabi'een, to prove that the second coming of Isa  is an integral part of Islamic creed, and that anyone who rejects 
it, falls into disbelief. 

 The first court that actually declared the Qadianis as non Muslims was a court in Bhawalpur. The Qadianis rallied 
together to push their claim that they are Muslims. Upon hearing this, Allamah Kashmiri  presented himself in the court 
and defended the court's ruling. He was able to eloquently elucidate and unravel the Qadiani beliefs in such a way that his 
words captivated the entire court. As a result, the court requested Allamah Kashmiri  to submit his speech as a written 
document.  

 In this way, Allamah Kashmiri  was able to push back against the Qadianis with his knowledge, hardwork, 
writings, and speeches. Imam Baihaqi narrates that the Prophet  said: "This knowledge will be carried by the righteous 
scholars of every generation, removing from it the alterations of the misguided people, the false claims of the liars, and the 
interpretations of the ignorant people." Allamah Kashmiri  embodied this hadith when he spoke out against the 
Qadianis.  

 If we can learn to follow in Allamah Kashmiri's footsteps in adopting and embodying the characteristics of self-
sacrifice, dedication, and piety in this era of confusion, then perhaps Allah, the Almighty, will use us as beacons of 
guidance for the whole ummah, just as He did with Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri .   

 

An Accepted Fast 
“How many are those who fast yet attain nothing but hunger!”2 
The blessed month of Ramadan is around the corner, and while all of us are awaiting the blessed month, we must 
remember that fasting, while being a tremendous act of worship and a pillar of Islam, is a means, not an end. The goal of 
fasting is the pleasure of Allah through attaining taqwa. In fasting lies the pleasure of Allah, as the Prophet  said, 
“Every action of the son of Adam will receive ten to 700 times the reward thereof. Allah says, ‘Except fasting, for it is for 
Me, and I shall reward it (personally).’”3 Fasting involves patience, and as the reward of patience is given without 
recourse to some fixed measure4, similarly is the reward of fasting. 

Being a means, many times we involve ourselves with the skeleton of fasting – which is to avoid food, drink, and spousal 
relations – without developing the actual flesh and skin of the fast. And although the skeleton is important, the target is 
that something beautiful is presented in front of Allah. Fasting involves much more than just making the stomach fast, but 
the entire body must fast as well. The same way it is prohibited to eat during fasting, a person must avoid ripping their fast 
apart by these five matters: 

1) Speaking about Haram. Two women at the time of the Prophet  began fasting, but it overwhelmed them so 
much that it was as though they were in their final moments. Everyone found it to be strange. So the Prophet  
was informed, and he ordered someone to bring a bucket. He asked both the women to vomit in the bucket. The 
people were perplexed, “They haven’t eaten all day, nothing will come out.” Suddenly, flesh and blood came out 
of the women’s mouths and into the bucket. Everyone was shocked at this miracle. The Prophet  explained that 
this was the effect of backbiting on the fast.5 We must guard our tongues. The tongue has been put inside the 

debates. It is the height of injustice that his above statement is twisted to imply that he recanted his Hanafi stance or that he had 
withdrawn his endorsement for the Hanafi school in his lectures and juristic rulings." 
2 Sunan Nasai and others. 
3 Muslim 
4 Surah al-Zumar 39:10  
5 Ahmad 
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jailhouse of the teeth. The tongue is constantly sought refuge from by the entire body, and it is only by what the 
tongue reaps that people are flipped into Jahannam. How sad is it, that someone is spending long summer days 
fasting, but receives nothing from his fasts because of speaking ill of others? 

2) Listening to Haram. Both the gossiper and the one listening to gossip are sinful if one does not actively try to 
avoid the discussion. Those who care about their fast must avoid intentionally listening to music or any other lewd 
speech. 

3) Looking at Haram. The eyes are a trust from Allah and must only be used to look at those things Allah has made 
permissible to look at. Allah says, “Tell the believers to lower their gaze.”6 That which is out of sight is out of 
mind. When we look at something, we begin to think about it. Thoughts lead to the desires being stimulated, and 
it could have all been avoided if we did not spend a single moment looking. If our phones are causing us to look 
at haram, then maybe it is time to fast from our phones. Is our eternal life in Jannah worth a split-second glance at 
a person that has no self-respect for their own bodies to cover themselves up? 

4) Doing Haram with the limbs. Every body part must fast from haram acts, especially having iftar with haram or 
doubtful food. The principle is that meat is haram until proven halal, and if there is some doubt in the meat, it is 
incumbent upon a Muslim to save their fast by avoiding the meat. Imagine that on the Day of Judgment, not a 
single fast of a person’s life will be accepted because they ate a morsel of haram at iftar or suhur. Not only has the 
person ruined that fast, but indirectly they have ruined their entire Ramadan since no worship is accepted from 
that person for forty days. May Allah save us! The Prophet  had informed us that if a person abandons 
something halal because of the doubt that it may be Haram, they will receive a special reward from Allah, the 
Almighty.7 

5) Eating excessively. Although this does not decrease the reward the fast, it an important matter in our modern 
times. Our Muslim community is facing an epidemic of diabetes and other food-related illnesses. Much of it could 
be treated by reducing our food intake. The Prophet  ate very little, proving that the body does not need so 
much food to function. The stomach is the worst container to fill8, and many of us begin filling it to triple 
capacity. We should lower our food intake in Ramadan. Instead, we make up for the lunch we skipped by 
combining it with our dinners. Then, where we should have lost some weight by the end of the month, we end up 
gaining a couple of pounds. And sometimes, we simply move any of the aforementioned haram acts to the 
nighttime when we have the energy to commit them. An animal, after remaining hungry for sometime, suddenly 
finds much energy when given food. The same is the case for the animal within ourselves, and it is unfortunate 
that no care is given to this reality.  

If one fasts from these along with food and drink, then – InshaAllah – a person’s fast maybe accepted by Allah. If not, we 
may fall into the category of “How many are those who fast, yet attain nothing but hunger?”9 

At the end of a long day of fasting, every Muslim should reflect whether Allah  has accepted the fast or not. By doing so 
daily, the effect of the fast continues to the next day. If one does so the entire Ramadan, it will continue – inshaAllah – to 
the next year.  All the lessons gained from avoiding haram in one Ramadan will be enhanced by the next. A person will 
begin to taste the sweetness in fasting, because Allah has accepted that fast. Perhaps they will experience the greatest joy, 
“The fasting person receives two times of happiness: One moment when they break their fast, and the second when they 
meet their Lord.”10 

May Allah  grant us the ability to fast for Him alone, Ameen! 

 

 

6 Surah al-Ahzab 24:30 
7 Jami’ Tirmidhi 
8 Jami’ Tirmidhi 
9 Sunan Nasai and others 
10 Saheeh Muslim 
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 Is There Really Any Benefit in Not Believing in God?      Part 1 – No Hope 
By Mawlana Shakeelur Rahman, graduate of Darul Quran WasSunnah 

We return to the story of our heroic believer-friend, Ahmed, in his attempt to help his atheist friend, Sam, find his way 
to Allah. Seated at a park bench with a thermos full of chai, the two warmed their hearts against a crisp cold and got 
ready for another session. 

“Please let me know if any of the arguments I am presenting are illogical or irrational. I would be happy to provide some 
other insights to the discussion,” said Ahmed. 

“It’s not that I think these points are illogical,” replied Sam, “it’s just that they haven’t convinced me to accept belief in 
God or whatever supernatural being is out there.” 

“So, it’s not your mind, but your heart?” questioned Ahmed. 

“What do you mean? You only think with your brain!” chuckled Sam. 

Ahmed quietly sipped from his tea, making dua to Allah for inspiration to guide hearts. 

“Let me ask you a question. Even if I brought decisive proofs for the existence of God, and I showed His craftsmanship in 
creating the universe, and His right to be worshipped, would you not worship Him?” 

Sam looked as if he was getting red in the face, and said, “No! I am comfortable in being free! I don’t want to waste my 
life in worshiping some God.” 

“No, no, hold on. Think about it logically and measure it by benefits. What’s the benefit in believing in God, and what’s 
the benefit in not?” 

“The benefits in not believing are so many: you have your own life, you can make your own choices, you don’t have to 
avoid anything because it’s considered worthy of God’s Wrath or something, everything is ok to do,” Sam retorted.  

“Let me try to shed some light on this point. If a terrible accident happened in someone’s family, how would the atheist 
view it?” asked Ahmed. 

Sam looked slightly irritated. “It was just chance! There’s nothing behind it!”  

“Exactly my point,” replied Ahmed, “when someone doesn’t believe in God, everything becomes blind and irrational. 
There’s no hope left for a person. It’s easy when life is going your way, but if something terrible happens, then all we can 
say is ‘tough luck,’ although you don’t believe in luck either.” 

Sam paused for a moment, and Ahmed saw that he could drop another gem. 

“Now, how about if this accident remained with the individual for their entire life. A car crash and they wound up on a 
hospital bed, never to walk again, may Allah protect us. How would an atheist see it? Just dumb luck.” Sam looked quite 
puzzled, and Ahmed continued, “No hope is left. What’s the point in living anymore?” 

“But, a God doesn’t change the fact that the person went through an accident!” said Sam harshly. 

“No, but it does change how we view the purpose. Everything belongs to God alone, even our bodies and souls. A 
believer knows that this is not their only life, and this life is only a test. They will live again. This life is temporary, 
whereas the Hereafter is everlasting. So God forgives a person, elevates their rank through their patience with whatever 
calamity they face, strengthens their hope in His Mercy, so they enter into the Gardens of Paradise without any delay 
whatsoever. Even by a prick of a thorn, the Prophet Muhammad  said that a person’s sins would be forgiven. Because 
this life is only an exam hall, there is still so much hope left.” 
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Sam saw an opportunity to finally shut down Ahmed’s ramblings, “But how could it be fair that God would punish one 
here and then bless them?” 

“This is a much larger discussion, one that we will need more tea to tackle, but it suffices to say that God has the picture 
and we merely have a pixel. God is not questioned about what He does, but we will be. He has all the information and 
knows what is best for His servants. What is fair and not fair from our limited perspective is nothing compared to His 
unlimited information. This life, in the context of the next, is unbelievably short, so much so that the Quran describes 
the situation of when a person is resurrected on Judgment Day. They feel like they only lived a morning or an evening in 
the previous life! Even more astounding is that the person who received the pinnacle of luxury in this life will be dipped 
into the Fire of Hell, and then asked, ‘Did you receive any comfort in the previous life?’ He will respond, ‘No,’ as if he 
forgot all the comfort because of the pain. And on the flipside, a person who received every trial beyond imagination will 
be dipped into Paradise. When he is asked, ‘Did you receive any pain in the previous life?’ He will respond, ‘No my 
Lord!’” explained, Ahmed.  

“See, there are implications to what you believe in and do not believe in,” Ahmed reminded Sam, “and if you choose to 
accept atheism as a worldview, then you must face the consequences as well. If someone fails an exam, then they have 
no one to blame but themselves and nothing to do but to suffer. If they lose a loved one, they have no one to turn to, 
just some terrible chance. If they experience hardship, there’s no benefit in it whatsoever!” 

“But the believer will always see God there helping them, reminding themselves that this life is not the end but the start 
of something greater. They know in failure, God is opening another door, and in loss there is hope that one will be 
successful in the Hereafter. There’s nothing to lose in worshiping God, but all the hope in the world to gain,” Ahmed 
reiterated to Sam triumphantly. 

“But you’re just making it up!” Sam yelled at Ahmed. He clearly did not like where this was going. “You are deceiving 
yourself into thinking there’s something good in something awful!” 

“But, aren’t you deceiving yourself? We’re pretending that everything here created itself with no interference, just 
because we want to live life the way we want. Isn’t that denying what our hearts are calling out to? Everything has been 
made for a purpose… to be continued.  

Our Cellphones vs. Our Quran 
by Hafiz Muaz Billoo, 5th year student at Darul Qur’an WasSunnah 

 
With the month of Ramadan dawning upon us, it is imperative that we spiritually prepare ourselves for its arrival. It is 
not an ordinary month; it is the month of the Qur’an. Allah Almighty has stated:  
“The month of Ramadan is the one in which the Qur’ān was revealed as guidance for mankind.”11 
 
It is clear from this verse that the month of Ramadan has a special connection with the Quran. Therefore we must 
dedicate great portions of our time in this month to its recitation.  
 
However, one obstacle that many Muslims face today is excessive use of the cellphone. This device is very detrimental 
to our spiritual growth throughout Ramadan, as it consumes our time with things that are of no benefit to us. Often, it 
tempts us into engaging in behaviors which Allah, the Almighty, has forbidden. Although we are supposed to be 
spending our time in Ramadan in the recitation of the Quran, we instead give preference to our cellphones. This 
demonstrates an unfortunate disregard for the value of our time in Ramadan.  
 
How can we value the time that Allah, the Almighty, has given us in Ramadan?  
Firstly we must not fall into the category of people that the Prophet  has warned us about: “There are two blessings 
which many people waste: health and free time.”12 

11 2:185 
Page 17



 
These are such blessings which we must not waste, especially in the month of Ramadan. In order to appreciate the time 
we have been given in the month of Ramadan, we must realize the value of Ramadan itself. In a hadith narrated by 
Salman , the Prophet  is reported to have said, “Whosoever tries to draw near to Allah Almighty by performing any 
voluntary deed in this month, for him shall be such a reward as if he performed an obligatory deed at any other time of 
the year. And whosoever performs an obligatory act, for him shall be the reward of seventy obligatory acts in any other 
time of the year.”13 
 
This is a time in which our deeds have greater value than that of any other time of the year. This is a time in which 
Jannah itself is “on sale.” Should we not use as many moments as we can to our advantage? Should we not dedicate 
hours to the recitation of the Qu’ran instead of hours on our cellphones? Assuming each of our deeds are multiplied by 
seventy, and as per authentic reports, each letter of the Qu’ran that is recited is written in our book of deeds as ten 
good deeds, we can obtain an idea of how much we can accomplish in one hour of Ramadan. In one hour there are 3600 
seconds. In one second, we can easily recite two letters of the Qur’an. Thus we can comfortably recite 7200 letters of 
the Qur’an in a single hour. When multiplied by 70 and by 10, we can acquire 5,040,000 good deeds in our celestial bank 
accounts.  
 
Imagine if our bosses offered us to come in to work on a weekend in exchange for $5,040,000 per hour. Would we not 
jump on this opportunity which can only benefit us in our temporary life? Then how can we slack with regards to our 
eternal life? How deprived would be that individual who used that one hour to waste time on his cellphone instead of 
remaining busy in the recitation of the Qur’an! 
 
Another way we can motivate ourselves to become more efficient with the time we spend in Ramadan is by reading 
about how our pious predecessors used to spend their time. By studying the standards that they set with the way they 
valued their time, we can also learn to value our time. Some examples are quoted below: 
 
Abdullah ibn Mas’ud  said: I have not regretted anything as I have regretted a single day in which my time (in this life) 
decreased, and my good deeds did not increase.14 
 
Hasan Al Basri  said: Oh son of Adam! You are only a number of days! So when a day passes, a part of you passes.15 
 
Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi  narrates that Sufyan ath-Thawri  once came to Basrah to hear a hadith from Hammad ibn 
Salamah . When they met, Sufyan immediately requested Hammad to narrate the hadith before greeting him with 
salam. When Hammad finished narrating the hadith, he asked Sufyan why he did not start with the greeting of salam. 
Sufyan replied: I feared that I might die before hearing the hadith from you.16 
 
Abdur Rahman ibn Mahdi  said: If it was said to Hammad ibn Salamah that he will die tomorrow, then he would not be 
able to increase anything in his good deeds [because he used to live every day like it was his last in striving to acquire the 
Pleasure of Allah].17   
 
Khalil ibn Ahmed  said that the time which was most difficult on him was the time he spent eating.  
 
What then, is our situation when we waste hours on our phones in Ramadan? We should set goals for our recitation of 
Qur’an this Ramadan, and for reducing all things which will waste our time, especially our cellphones. May Allah allow us 
to use our time wisely.  

12 Sahih Al Bukhari 
13 Sahih ibn Khuzaimah 
14 Paraphased from Qeematuz Zaman ‘Indal ‘Ulama by Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah 
15 Kitaabuz Zuhd of Imam Ahmad, Hilyatul Awliyaa of Abu Nu’aym 
16 Al Jami’ Li Akhlaq Ar Raawi wa Aadaab as Saami’ 
17 Tadhkiratul Huffadh of Al Imam Adh Dhahabi 
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Departing Advice 
By Abu Raiyan, graduate of Darul Quran WasSunnah 

 
ملا بعثه رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم إىل ايلمن خرج معه رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم يوصيه ومعاذ راكب ورسول اهللا  :قال  عن معاذ بن جبل

فبىك  » قربييا معاذ إنك عىس أن ال تلقا� بعد اع� هذا ولعلك أن تمر بمسجدي هذا، و « : ص� اهللا عليه وسلم يميش حتت راحلته، فلما فرغ قال
. (مسند »اكنوا وحيث اكنوا من املتقون يب انلاس أو�إن  «   :معاذ جشعا لفراق رسول اهللا ص� اهللا عليه وسلم، ثم اتلفت فأقبل بوجهه �و املدينة فقال

 )22052أمحد 
 
A few months before the passing of Rasulullah , he sent Muazh ibn Jabal  to Yemen.  There were a number of tribes 
there who had accepted Islam recently.  They did not know the details of Islam and needed someone to teach them and 
guide them in the matters of their Deen.  As they were a community, they also needed someone to judge between them 
in their affairs as well.  Rasulullah  chose this young man who possessed a deep knowledge of Fiqh and a keen 
understanding about the solutions to arising problems in the light of the Quran and Sunnah.   
 
Muazh  was a true Faqih and among the most eminent scholars of the Sahabah . Rasulullah  advised the other 
Sahabah, “Learn the Quran from four: Ibn Masood, Salim mawla Abi Huzhaifah, Ubayy, and Muazh ibn Jabal.”18 Similarly, 
He  said, “the most knowledgeable of my Ummah about Halal and Haram is Muazh ibn Jabal.”19 Further, He  
summed up the greatness of Muazh in simple words when he said, “What a great man Muazh ibn Jabal is!”20 
 
When the time for his departure came, Rasulullah  walked with him to bid him farewell.  Look at the love and 
compassion Rasulullah  had for his companions!  He  was the one who took them out of a condition which the 
entire world deplored. They were considered savages of the desert. He  raised them to become leaders of the world.  
Rasulullah  was the softest at heart, as Allah  says himself, “So, (O Prophet) it is through mercy from Allah that you 
are gentle to them. Had you been rough and hard-hearted, they would have dispersed from around you. So, pardon 
them, and seek Forgiveness for them.”21 This also shows the importance Rasulullah  had for the different tasks he sent 
his Companions for.  Rasulullah  gave the utmost attention to every matter of the Ummah.  He went above and 
beyond his means to guide people to the Deen.  
 
Rasulullah  walked alongside Muazh all the way outside of Madina. Muazh was mounted on his horse while Rasulullah 
 walked by his side.  Look at how much respect he gave him! And the amount of humbleness in Rasulullah ! The 
Sahabah  had complete respect for Rasulullah  and could not bear a single moment of disrespect toward him. 
When Urwah ibn Masood visited Nabi  in the tent at Hudaibiyyah as a diplomat to contract a treaty with him , he 
repeatedly extended his hand toward the beard of Nabi , as was the habit of the Arabs when they spoke to someone.  
Whenever `Urwah stretched his hand towards the beard of Nabi , Mughira ibn Shu’bah  hit his hand with the handle 
of his sword and said, "Remove your hand from the beard of Rasulullah ." Urwah looked up in amazement, wondering 
who had the audacity to do that to him.  Urwah ibn Masood noted the manners and respect the Sahabah  showed 
Nabi  with much awe. He came back to the people of Makkah and exclaimed, "O people! By Allah, I have been to the 
kings and I have been to Caesar, Khosrau and Najashi, but I have never seen any of them respected by his courtiers as 
much as Muhammad is respected by his companions. By Allah, if he spits, it falls in the hand of one of them and he rubs 
it on his face and skin. If he orders them to do something, they carry out his order immediately. If he performs wudu, 
they compete to take the remaining water. When he speaks, they lower their voices. They do not even stare at his face 
out of respect for him."22 The point to note here is that Muazh  would not even think of riding on his horse and letting 
Nabi  walk alongside had Rasulullah  not ordered that.  It is unthinkable for such people to do that.  However, the 
Sahabah  were taught complete obedience.  They understood al-amr fawq al-adab, i.e. orders are above manners.  
The Sahabah  were trained in obedience fully and endowed with the most upright guidance in their affairs.  

18 Saheeh Bukhari, 3806 
19 Sunan Tirmizhi, 3790 
20 Sunan Tirmizhi, 3795 
21 Surah Aal-Imran:159 
22 Saheeh Bukhari, 2731 
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Nabi  walked alongside Muazh and continued to advise him.  When he  finished his advice, he said, “O Muazh! You 
might not meet me after this year.  And you might pass by this masjid of mine and my grave as well.” Muazh wept 
bitterly at the thought of separation from Rasulullah .  The Sahabah  used to regularly begin their address to Nabi 
 by, ‘O Rasulullah! May my father and mother be sacrificed for you!’  Imagine how beloved he was to them! They were 
the true believers about whom Allah  says, “The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own selves.” They 
exemplified what Nabi  said, “None of you is a true believer until I become dearer to him than his children, parents 
and all of mankind.”23  The examples the Sahabah  set in the love of Rasulullah  is unparalleled in history.  If a father 
told his son when he is setting off on a long journey, ‘I don’t think you will come back to find me’, the pain and agony the 
son will feel is inexplicable.  Rasulullah  was much dearer to them than their father and mother combined.   
 
Even in this painful time Muazh  did not turn back from his assignment. He knew he was sent on duty by Rasulullah 
.  The Sahabah  understood how important the work of the Deen is.  They sacrificed even their precious time with 
Nabi  to obey him and serve the Ummah.  Their favor upon the Muslim Ummah can never be repaid.  
 
Seeing this, Nabi  turned away and faced Madina Munawwarah.  He condoled Muazh with some very valuable words.  
Instead of giving him false hopes or artificial sympathy, He  gave the most useful solution to Muazh’s grief.  He  
taught Muazh how to be close to him even though they may physically be a world apart.  He  said, “Truly, the closest 
people to me are the Muttaqoon, whoever they may be, wherever they may be.”  
 
Nabi  expressed an ocean of meaning in a small stream of words.  ‘Muttaqoon’ literally means ‘those who have 
taqwa’.  Taqwa is a virtuous quality to attain.  Taqwa means to save one’s self.  A person may save himself from a harm 
or danger like a pit he is passing by.  Similarly, a person may save himself from the eternal harm and danger of the Fire 
of Jahannam as well.  Taqwa means to save one’s self from that which Allah  has prohibited.  If he does so, he will be 
saving himself from the eternal punishment of Jahannam.  Taqwa is obtained by a consciousness that Allah  is 
watching at all times.  When a person constantly reminds himself that Allah  is watching him, he cannot indulge in sins.  
If he forgets at an instance, he immediately reminds himself and turns back.   
 
The proper Muttaqi is the one who properly follows the Sunnah of Rasulullah .  In his Sunnah, or treaded path, he 
exemplifies how a human being, with all of his needs and difficulties, can obey Allah  properly.  Within the Sunnah lies 
built-in security measures to protect a person from falling into Haram, the most harmful of all things.  For example, it is 
an established sunnah of Rasulullah  to pray four rakaat before Zuhr salah and two after.  These extra rakaat work like 
a buffer for a person who consistently acts upon this sunnah.  When Shaitan attacks his determination to pray, he may 
be successful in getting him to drop the four rakaat before the fardh (obligatory prayers) or the two rakaat after, but he 
will not be able to get him to drop the entire salah.  However lazy he may become, his habit is part of his demeanor. He 
will feel disoriented if he does not pray at all.  If Shaitan is successful, the person may let go of the four rakaat before but 
will still pray the fardh.  The four rakaat before are nafl (voluntary), thus he does not become sinful by leaving them.  On 
the contrary, a person who is not consistent with this sunnah and only prays the fardh regularly is at risk.  When Shaitan 
attacks him, he lets go of the fardh simply because there is nothing else to let go of.  Immediately, he falls into sin and is 
liable for punishment in Jahannam.  Thus, Shaitan has succeeded in his plan to harm the person.  This is the same with 
all aspects of the Deen.  The Sunnah is like a fortress for a person’s Deen.  It protects him from harm and saves him from 
falling into Haram. 
 
The words of Nabi , “whoever they may be, wherever they may be”, are great news for his followers to come.  Those 
who never saw Nabi , never heard his words directly from him, were never touched directly by his blessed being, may 
despair from ever being close to him.  They cannot reach out to him to gain his companionship nor see him to cool their 
eyes.  Rasulullah  spoke of such people, “Truly, the people who love me the most amongst my Ummah are those who 
will come after me. Some of them will hope to catch a glimpse of me even at the cost of their family and their wealth.”24 
Every Muslim can become a close one to Nabi , regardless of how far they are in time and space.  The simple formula 
is to obtain Taqwa and follow his Sunnah completely. “O you who believe, enter Islam completely, and do not follow the 
footsteps of Satan. Surely, he is an open enemy for you”25 

23 Saheeh Muslim, 44 
24 Saheeh Muslim, 2832 
25 Surah Baqarah:208 
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Frequently Asked Questions About Sadaqatul Fitr 
By Shariah Board, New York 

Question: What is wrong with announcing Sadaqatul Fitr to be more than the stipulated amount? 

Answer: It is incorrect to stipulate an amount which is not in accordance to the Quran and Hadtih.  It is important for the 
committees of masajid to state what the shar’ee amount is.  However, after knowing the sharee amount, if then people 
wish to give more, it is permissible. 

Question: Why do Sadaqatul Fitr figures vary so much in our masajid? 

Answer: The varying amounts show that there is a lot of ignorance in this issue.  The purpose of this publication is to 
educate the masses as to how to calculate the value of Sadaqatul Fitr. 

Question:  Is it correct to give the value of dates rather than wheat? 

Answer: It is correct to give the value of dates (and barley) according to Imâm Abu Hanifah and Imam Abu Yûsuf (RA).  
However, the price of dates is very high.  Therefore, if the value of dates is given, one will be paying a considerable 
amount more.  

Question:  Is it okay to pay Sadaqatul Fitr before Eid? 

Answer: Yes, rather it is better if the poor get the money in time to celebrate Eid. 

Question:   Every year, my father pays Sadaqatul Fitr on Eid day on behalf of, my wife, my son and me. Is this 
okay?  Someone told me that I should pay from my own pocket because I am earning. Could you please clarify? 

Answer: It is true that you should pay the Sadaqatul Fitr yourself.  However, if you requested your father to pay or your 
father informed you that he will pay and you consented, it is okay. 

 

 

Fact Sheet about Taraaweeh Salah 
Compiled by Mufti Ruhul Amin, Principal of Darul Quran WasSunnah, Sadr Mufti of Shariah Board NY 

What is Taraaweeh salah? 

‘Abdur Rahman ibn ‘Auf  narrates that the Messenger of Allah  said, “Indeed, Allah, the Exalted 
and Almighty, has made the fast of Ramadan obligatory upon you and I have made the nightly 
prayers of Ramadan a Sunnah for you. So, whoever fasts in Ramadan and offers this prayer at night, 
with firm belief in the promises of Allah, seeking only to please Him, and hoping for reward, will 
be cleansed from his sins like the day his mother gave birth to him.” (Nasai, 2209) 

Did Rasoolullah  pray it in Jama’at (congregation)? 

The Mother of the Believers, ‘Aisha , narrates that the Messenger of Allah  once prayed at night in 
the masjid and a group of people prayed with him.  Then he prayed again the next night and the 
number of people praying with him increased.  They gathered again the third or fourth night but he 
did not come out to [pray with] them. When the Messenger of Allah  awoke in the morning, he 
said, “I saw what you did and nothing would have stopped me from coming out to [pray with] you, 
except that I feared it may be made obligatory upon you.” That was in Ramadan. (Bukhari, 1129) 

  

Page 24



How did Rasoolullah  used to pray Taraaweeh? 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas  narrates that the Prophet used to pray 20 raka’aat and witr without a 
Jamaa’ah in Ramadan. (Baihaqi, 4391; Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7692; Tabrani in al-Awsat, 5440, Haafiz Ibn Hajr, in al-
Mataalib al-‘Aaliyah, 597) 

Did Rasoolullah  order others to pray it? 

Abu Hurairah  narrates that the Messenger of Allah  used to encourage praying at night in 
Ramadan but would not order it with emphasis.  He used to say, “Whoever prays at night in 
Ramadan with firm belief in the promises of Allah, seeking only to please Him, and hoping for 
reward, will have his past sins forgiven.”  It remained this way until the Messenger of Allah  
passed away and likewise in the Khilaafah of Abu Bakr  and in the early part of the Khilaafah of  
‘Umar . (Muslim, 174) 

How did the Taraaweeh Salah in Jama’at become a consistent practice performed every night of Ramadan?  

‘Abdur Rahman ibn ‘Abd  narrates, “One night, I went out to the masjid in the company of [Ameer 
al-Mu’mineen] ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab  and found the people in different groups. One man was 
praying alone here and another was praying with a little group behind him there. So, 'Umar  said, 
'In my opinion, it would be better if I collect these (people) under the leadership of one Qari 
(Reciter) (i.e. let them pray in congregation!)'. So, he made up his mind to congregate them behind 
Ubai bin Ka'b . Then on another night I went out again in his company and the people were 
praying behind their Qari. On that, 'Umar remarked, 'What an excellent innovation this is! However, 
that [prayer] which they sleep through is better than the prayer they are performing.’ He meant by this 
the (Tahajjud) prayer at the end of the night.  (In those days) people used to pray in the early part of the 
night.” (Bukhari, 2010) 

If the Messenger of Allah  did not establish this, then is it necessary to follow ‘Umar ? 

‘Irbaad ibn Saariyah  narrates that the Messenger of Allah  said, “Compulsory upon you is my 
Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly guided Khulfaa (Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali), hold 
onto it with your molar teeth (hold on to it firmly).” (Tirmizhi, 2676) 

How many raka’aat did ‘Umar  establish for the Taraaweeh Salah? 

Yahya ibn Sa’eed  narrates that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab  ordered a man to lead them in 20 raka’aat 
(during Ramadan). (Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7764) 

Saaib ibn Yazeed  narrates, “We used to pray 20 raka’aat and Witr in the time of ‘Umar ibn al-
Khattab .” (Baihaqy, 4393) 

Yazeed ibn Roumaan  narrates, “The Muslims used to pray 23 raka’aat in Ramadan during the time 
of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab .” (Maalik, 252; Baihaqy, 4394) 

Saaib ibn Yazeed  narrates that they used to pray 20 raka’aat in the month of Ramadan during the 
time of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab .  They used to recite the surahs with two hundred ayaat and used to 
lean on their walking sticks in the time of ‘Uthman  due to the severity of the extended standing in 
the prayer. (Baihaqy, 4393; Ibn Ja’d, 2825; ‘Abd ibn Hameed, 653) 

 
How did the Sahabah  and Taabi’een  pray the Taraaweeh Salah? 

‘Abdul ‘Azeez ibn Rafee’  narrates that Ubayy ibn Ka’b  used to lead the people in 20 raka’aat 
and perform Witr of 3 raka’aat during Ramadan. (Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7766)   
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Abul Khusaib  narrates, “Suwaid ibn Ghafalah  used to lead us in 20 raka’aat during Ramadan 
with 5 Tarweehaat (intermission after every 4 raka’aat).”  (Baihaqy, 4395) 

Naafi’  narrates that Ibn ‘Umar  said that Ibn Abi Mulaikah  used to lead us in 20 raka’aat 
during Ramadan. (Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7683) 

Sa’eed ibn ‘Ubaid  narrates that ‘Ali ibn Rabee’ah (r) used to lead us in Salah during Ramadan with 
five Tarweehaat (intermission after each four raka’aat) and three raka’aat of Witr salah. (Ibn Abi 
Shaibah,  7772) 

‘Ataa  narrates, “I found the Muslims praying 23 raka’aat including Witr salah (in Ramadan).” (Ibn 
Abi Shaibah, 7770) 

What about ‘Aisha ’s words: 

“The Messenger of Allah  did not pray more than eleven raka’aat in Ramadan or any other 
month. He used to pray four raka’aat – and do not ask me about their beauty and length – then 
another four raka’aat  – and do not ask me about their beauty and length – and finally, he used 
to pray three raka’aat (Witr).”(Bukhari,  1147)? 

This is regarding Tahajjud Salah, not Taraaweeh Salah as is evident by  

(1) ‘Aisha  saying that he  would not pray more than this in Ramadan or any other time.  
Taraaweeh Salah is only in Ramadan, not any other time. Tahajjud however is performed all 
throughout the year.  

(2) Imaam al-Bukhari   lists this under the chapter of Tahajjud (chapter 25, subchapter 16). 

 

Some Rules of Zakāt 
 

Compiled by the Ulama of Shariah Board, New York 
 
Zakāt is a set amount ordained by the Sharī'ah that must be given with the intention of 'ibādah from the wealth of a person 
and the ownership of this amount must to be transferred to eligible individuals. 
 
ON WHOM ZAKĀT IS FARD (Obligatory) 
 
Zakāt is Fard upon a person if he/she is: 
1. Muslim 
2. Adult 
3. Sane  
4. Owner of wealth at least the value of Nisāb (the Quantum) 
 
Furthermore the wealth must be 
a. Fully owned by the person 
b. In excess of personal needs (clothing, household furniture, utensils, cars, etc.) 
c. It should be possessed by the person for at least complete Islamic lunar year (see Nisāb, Hawl section)  
d. Monetary wealth (i.e. gold, silver, cash, etc.), livestock, or trade goods. 
 
TYPES OF WEALTH ON WHICH ZAKĀT IS FARD (Obligatory) 
1. Gold and silver, be it in the form of jewelry, utensils, bullion or any other form.  
2. Cash, checking and savings balance 
3. Loans lent to others which are acknowledged (see Paying Zakāt section)    
4. Merchandise for business, equal to the value of nisāb 
5. Livestock 
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6. Income of properties if it is equal to the value of nisāb 
7. Income derived from a hiring business, such as cars, vans, trucks, etc. 
 
The value of these should be at least the amount which is shown under nisāb (the Quantum) rate. 
 
NISĀB (The Quantum), HAWL AND RATE OF ZAKĀT 
The amount of wealth which makes one liable for zakāt is called nisāb.  nisāb is the threshold line, which separates those 
who are obligated to give zakāt from those who are not. In other words, nisāb is the minimum amount of wealth whose 
owner is deemed to be wealthy in the conception of Sharī’ah and zakāt is obligatory on him.  
 
The nisāb of gold and silver fixed by Rasūlullāh  is as follows: 
 
87.48 grams (2.8125 troy ounces) of gold or 612.36 grams (19.6875 troy ounces) of silver or its equivalent amount of 
cash or trading assets, etc. 
 
As prices changes frequently, the current market price of gold and silver must be used to calculate the dollar amount of 
nisāb on the hawl (yearly zakat due) date. 
 
THE METHOD OF PAYING ZAKĀT 
1. Zakāt should be given as soon as possible after it becomes due, rather than delaying it or waiting for Ramadān. It is 
possible that death occurs and thus leads to failure in fulfilling ones obligations.   
2. Zakāt must be paid on a loan lent to others when the loan is received back.  Zakat of all previous years during which 
this money was lent out, must be calculated and paid. It is recommended that zakāt on this loan be paid every year as long 
as it is acknowledged, so it does not become difficult to pay all the previous years’ zakāt at once when received.   
3. A poor person cannot be paid for his work from zakāt, nor can zakāt be given in payment of ones services, except when 
an Islamic government pays salaries to persons appointed to collect zakāt. 
4. Zakāt will only be valid if the recipient is made the unconditional owner of the amount. This is referred to as Tamlīk. 
5. Zakāt cannot be given or used for the construction of a masjid, madrasah, hospital, a well, a bridge or any other public 
amenity. 
6. Poor adult students can be given a grant from zakāt. The zakāt must be given to the student personally. If the student is 
not an adult, then his Shar'ī Wakīl (parents or legal guardian) must be eligible to receive zakāt and they must be given 
possession of the amount. 
7. Zakāt can be paid in the same material on which it is due (e.g. gold can be given as zakāt due on gold assets) or 
alternatively, it could be paid in cash. It is of vital importance to ensure at all times that the recipient is made the owner of 
the zakāt. 
8. Authority can be delegated to another person or an organization for the distribution of zakāt in order to utilize it in 
accordance with the laws of Sharī’ah. 
9. If a person requests someone to give a certain amount on his behalf as zakāt, and that sum is given out, the discharge of 
the zakāt will be valid. The sum given will be due upon the one who made this request. 
10. If an agent is given zakāt for distribution, and he does not distribute it, the zakāt will not be fulfilled, and the sin of not 
discharging the obligatory duty of zakāt will remain upon whom it was due. 
11. Zakāt should not be payed by estimation.  
12. Gold or silver jewelry must be weighed accurately for zakāt purposes. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT WHO CAN BE GIVEN ZAKAT 
FĪ SABĪLILLĀH: Those people that have to carry out a fard (obligatory) act and subsequently (due to loss of wealth) are 
unable to complete that fard. 

Important: ALL TYPES OF COMMON CHARITABLE CAUSES ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THIS 
CATEGORY. A widespread misunderstanding about the term FĪ SABĪLILLĀH has misled many to believe that 
this includes all types of charitable deeds. The Qur’an and Ahadith do not support this. If all charitable causes 
were included in this category, there would have been no need for mentioning eight different categories of 
Masārif in the Quran.  

 
ZAKĀT CAN BE GIVEN TO a brother, sister, nephew, niece, uncle, aunt (both paternal and maternal) step-grandfather, 
step-grandmother, father-in-law, mother-in-law PROVIDED THEY DO NOT POSSESS NISĀB. 
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ZAKĀT CANNOT BE GIVEN TO: 
1. Zakāt cannot be given to the Sayyid(Sādāt) family.  
2. Zakāt cannot be given to immediate antecedents such as parents, grandfather, etc. In the same manner one's descendants 
such as children and grandchildren, cannot be given zakāt. A husband and wife cannot give zakāt to each other. 
3. Zakāt contributions cannot be given to such institutions or organizations that do not give the rightful recipients 
(Masārif) possession of zakāt, but instead use zakāt funds for construction, investment or salaries.  Zakāt must be given in 
the ownership of the eligible individuals. 
4. Zakāt cannot be given to non-Muslims.  
5. If one cannot determine whether the recipient is needy or not, it is better to make certain before giving zakāt. If zakāt is 
given without inquiry and subsequently it is known that the recipient is wealthy, the zakāt is not valid. It has to be given 
again. 
6. Zakāt will not be fulfilled by purchasing books for an institution, or land purchased for public utility and made waqf. 
7. Zakāt cannot be used for the kafn (shroud) of a deceased person who has no heirs. 
8. Zakāt cannot be given as salary or amount due upon a contract. 
9. Zakāt cannot be given to construct a masjid, school, etc. 
10. A dead person’s debt cannot be paid from Zakāt. 

 

Praying Nafl Salah in Jamat in Ramadan 
An Excerpt from Fiqhi Maqalaat By Hazrat Mufti Taqi Usmani (حفطھ هللا) 

Translated by Mawlana Ilyas Bhola, Takhassus fellow at Darul Quran WasSunnah 

 
If any nafl (voluntary) salah, besides Taraweeh, Istisqa’, and Kusoof, is congregated by calling everyone to it, it is 
makrooh tahrimi (extremely disliked, i.e. impermissible), regardless of whether those nawaafil are prayed in Ramadan or 
outside of Ramadan. This is the view of the jurists and the scholars of Hadith. The verdict and the practice of the Salaf 
Saliheen is based on this view. 

 

It is mentioned in Badai’ Us-Sanai: 

 إذا صلوا الرتاو�ح ثم أرادوا ان يصلوها ثانيا يصلون فرادى ال جبماعة، الن اثلانية تطوع مطلق واتلطوع املطلق جبماعة مكروهة.

Allamah Ibn Nujaym  mentions: 

 ولو صلوا الرتاو�ح، ثم ارادوها ان يصلوها ثانيا يصلون فرادى.

It is mentioned in Fatawa Alamgiri: 

لو صلوا الرتاو�ح ثم أرادوا ان يصلوها ثانيا يصلون فرادى، كذا يف اتلاترخانية.و  

 

It is understood from the above texts, that repeating Taraweeh with congregation is not permissible. Its reasoning has 
been clarified in Badai’ and Fatawa Bazaziyyah, that the Taraweeh, when it is prayed a second time, will become a 
regular nafl, (meaning it is that nafl of which no textual evidence has been found regarding its congregation) and a 
regular nafl by congregation is makrooh. Therefore, it is understood that according to the Jurists, calling towards nafl 
with congregation is makrooh tahrimi in every case, whether it is in Ramadan or besides Ramadhan. If the nawaafil in 
Ramadhan were excluded from this rule, the repeating of Taraweeh with congregation would not be impermissible.  

Allamah Tahir Ibn Abdur Rasheed Bukhari  has written in Khulasatul- Fataawa, “If Nawaafil were permissible in 
congregation in Ramadan, then more than 20 rakats in congregation would not be makrooh.” 

Mawlana Rasheed Ahmed Gangohi  has written, “The nawaafil in congregation besides Taraweeh are makrooh 
tahreemi. It is written in books of Fiqh that if it is performed with tadaee’ (inviting everyone) it is makrooh. Tadaaee’ 
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means calling at least four people to join. So, Salatul-Kusoof, Istisqa’, Taraweeh are fine in congregation, the other 
nawaafil are makrooh. 

The Prophet of Allah  always prayed Tahajjud alone. He never called others to pray in congregation. There is no harm 
if a person just comes and starts praying with you, just like Ibn-Abbas  came and stood himself behind the Prophet . 
This is in contrary to Taraweeh because the Prophet  himself called others for Taraweeh a few times. (Fatawa 
Rashidiyya) 

When it is known that only Taraweeh, Kusoof, Istisqa’ and Eidain are prayed in congregation, then the other nafl prayers 
like Tahajjud will not be included in the ruling, because their congregation is not proven. Therefore, besides these 
mentioned prayers, all other nafl prayers in congregation by calling others, whether in Ramadan or outside of Ramadan, 
are makrooh tahrimi. 

 

The Mushaf on Mobile Devices 
By Mawlana Tayyib Chowdhury, a Takhassus fellow at Darul Quran WasSunnah 

 
As we ‘progress’ as a society the reality that life lived 

organically was in the best interest of humans than an 

artificial one is slowly settling in. This is a principal 

proved to be true in the way we eat, get treatments and 

even how we learn. Experts and regular consumers are 

content with paying extra for certified organic foods. 

The same principal applies to how we try to heal 

ourselves. Medical doctors testify to the fact that the 

best medicine is nutritious foods. Education systems 

which employ a teacher to teach a  learned strategy 

report higher success rates than interactive forms of 

education. Now this doesn’t mean we have to live life 

without technology and automation. However, to 

collaborate the  best from both worlds is moderation. 

The notion that embracing technology in every aspect 

of our life is progress is an assumption with has clear 

flaws and side effects. This is the first point to consider 

for those who read Quran from their mobile devices (of 

the inevitable harms). We don’t drink water from the 

same utensil that we use to wash ourselves after using 

the toilet even though theoretically there should be no 

problem.  

The second point to consider is that when we embrace 

this concept of reading Quran from our mobile devices, 

to which every other aspect of our lives is attached to, 

every time we commence our tilawat a notification 

appears. We immediately pause our tilawat. This is a 

form of disrespect of the Quran and the worship of 

Allah. The consequences of which can even possibly 

lead to kufr. Allah has stated in the Quran, “whoever 

reveres the signs of Allah, it is from the taqwa of the 

heart.” (Surah al-Hajj) We see when people value 

something from their heart, they treat it with respect. A 

person will not leave their phone lying around on the 

the kitchen counter because of the possible dangers of 

loss. Quran is the guideline for our life. There is nothing 

more deserving of respect than it. The sad reality is that 

Muslims indulging in this recklessly become very 

scholarly  when someone questions their treatment of 

Quran.  
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Some fiqh regarding Quran on a mobile device 
 
Q1. Do I need wudhu to read Quran from a mobile device?  
No, but it is definitely better and a matter of adab (etiquette) of 
the Quran. 
 
Q2. Is it allowed for someone in their menses to touch Quran in 
a mobile device?  
A menstruating woman can touch the mobile device. She can 
only pronounce words one at a time if it is for teaching, dua or 
zikr but she cannot recite.  
 
Q3. If the mobile device is touch screen can I touch the screen 
without wudhu?  
Yes, because there is a glass in between, although it is better not 
to and matter of adab of the Quran. 
 
Q4. Is it permissible to go into the bathroom with that mobile 
device?  
Yes, when the Quran app is closed. 

Etiquettes of Quran  
 
• It is not appropriate to text screen shots of pages of 

Quran without wudu. 
 

• As it is undesirable to put the the Quran on the floor, it 
is the same when it is displayed on the screen. 
 

• It is undesirable to pause tilawat (reading) for futile 
things and to commence again 
 

• It is inappropriate to speak while the Quran is playing 
from an audio device.  

 
• It is inappropriate to play Quran as background 

entertainment in store, malls, etc.  
 

 
Daily Evening Maktabs 

By Mufti Ubaidullah Awal, director of Organized Maktab USA, Shariah Board NY 
 
What is an organized Maktab? 
Why do we need it in our society? 
How does it relate to me? 
 
The first thing our Prophet  did after receiving 
the call to prophethood was to call people towards 
Islam.  
 
The second thing He  did was to establish 
learning centers for the new Muslims.   
 
It was initially in the homes of the Sahabah who 
owned private houses, to stay off the radar of the 
Mushrikeen.  
 
This system of calling people towards Islam, then 
immediately establishing a learning center for 
them has been the legacy of Islam ever since.  
 
In Madinah, this service was provided in the Haram 
as well as few other places including Masjid Qubah.  
 
This beautiful tradition of learning and teaching 
continued throughout the Khilafah of Abu Bakar 
.  
 
Umar , after seeing the high influx of new 
Muslims, decided to make this entire learning 
project an official matter in the Muslim empire.  

 
He gathered all the children of Madinah under a 
teacher and arranged the teacher’s salary from the 
Muslim treasury.    
 
Thus the first official Maktab was established and 
was replicated across the Muslim world.  
 
This tradition has carried on throughout the Islamic 
history until today.  
 
Communities that held on to this tradition have 
today survived as a Muslim communities and 
retained their distinct and salient features and 
identity.  
 
Communities that failed to hold on have sadly been 
destroyed to such an extent that once a masjid, 
now only remains as a museum or party hall! 
 
Not even 50 years ago, Muslim children were 
required to spend 4 hours in the masjid daily. Two 
hours before going to school, and two hours after 
school. There are many places today that have 
three hours of maktab daily in their masajid.  
 
The Quran has spiritual effects on the heart of the 
child, stronger than any other force. The young 
mind is filled with the noor of the Quran. Every 
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letter he reads, he gets ten rewards, and all the 
rewards go to the parents as well. Imagine the 
amount of reward a child can earn daily, reciting 
Quran 1-2 hours a day! 
 
The child also learns the Deen and its rulings. For 
each masala he learns, he gets rewarded beyond 
measure. His mind is shaped and his mind accepts 
Islam as his guide in the future. A decision that will 
make the child and his parents successful in this 
world and for eternity.      
   
To keep the child interested in these classes and 
busy learning, many techniques have been tested. 
The object is to transfer not only the letters of the 
Quran to the child, but also its teachings in a way 
that he accepts it as part of his life. Every lesson is 
taught with affection and efficiency. 
 

A combination of teaching collectively and then 
letting them lead the class as well as trying to 
correct mistakes made by their classmates keeps 
them busy with learning for the entire duration of 
the class. This also encourages them to perform 
better through a positive and competitive 
environment. Teachers continuously encourage 
and monitor to see if they are practicing what they 
are learning. This consistency helps build the child's 
character in accordance to the Sunnah.  
 
Let's be intelligent and decide what's best for our 
child. Let's not be from those who give preference 
to the world over the hereafter, surely this world 
will end and we will leave, but the Hereafter will be 
there forever whether or not we want to go there.  
 
To find the nearest Maktab to you, please do 
contact us at info@sbny.org 

 

 
Ahkam-e-Ramadhan  

by Hazrat Mufti A’zam Mufti Shafi sahib , presented by Shariah Board, New York 
 

Rules and Virtues of Ramadhan 
To fast during the blessed month of Ramadhan is the third obligation of Islam. Whoever denies this obligation does not 
remain a Muslim. He who fails to fulfil this obligation is a grave sinner. 
 

The Niyyah (Intention) of Fasting 
Niyyah refers to the intention of the heart. Verbal utterance is not a condition. Intention is a condition for the fast. If one 
does not make intention of fasting but abstains from eating and drinking the entire day, then too his fast will not be 
accepted. It is better to make intention for the fast of Ramadhan from the night before i.e. before subh sadiq and if not 
then at least one and a half hour before zawāl (midday) with the condition that one abstained from eating and drinking 
during that day. 
 

Factors that invalidate the fast: 
1) To apply medication to the nose or ears. 
2) To intentionally vomit mouth full. 
3) When water accidentally goes down the throat whilst gargling. 
4) To ejaculate because of contact with a woman. 
5) To swallow items that are not normally eaten, like a stick or a piece of iron. 
6) To intentionally inhale the smoke of incense. Cigarettes and hukkah etc. follow the same law. 
7) After eating or drinking forgetfully, one assumes his fast is broken and thereby continues to eat intentionally. 
8) Eating after subh sadiq with the impression of it being before subh sadiq. 
9) To make Iftār before sunset with the impression of it being after sunset. 

Note: The above factors invalidate the fast and make Qadā wājib. However, Kaffarah is not necessary. 
10) If one intentionally has intercourse with one’s wife, eats or drinks intentionally, the fast breaks and qadā as well as 

kaffarah become wājib. Kaffarah means: to free a slave. If this is not possible, then to fast 60 consecutive days. If one 
fast is missed in between, the entire 60 have to be recommenced. If one is unable to observe these fasts then one 
should feed 2 meals to 60 needy people.  
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Factors that make the fast Makruh but do not nullify it: 
1) To unnecessarily chew on something. To taste salt and spit it out. To clean or brush one’s teeth with toothpaste is also 

makrūh. 
2) To remain the entire day in the state of Janābah (in need of an obligatory bath). 
3) To extract blood from the veins. This includes blood donations. 
4) Backbiting (to speak of the faults of someone in his absence). Although this is harām in all conditions, however the 

sin is more severe whilst one is fasting. 
5) To argue, swear or fight with someone. Whether it is a human, an animal or any lifeless object. This also renders the 

fast as makrūh. 
 

Those factors that neither nullify the fast nor do they render it makruh: 
1) To use a miswāk. 
2) To apply oil to the moustache. 
3) To apply medication to the eyes. 
4) Inhaling of any fragrance. 
5) To have a bath due to severe heat or thirst. 
6) To take any type of injection. 
7) To eat or drink forgetfully. 
8) When smoke, dust or any insect enters the mouth unintentionally. 
9) When water enters the ears. 
10) Vomiting involuntarily. 
11) Experiencing a wet dream. 
12) When blood comes out from the gums but does not enter the throat. This will do no harm to the fast. 
13) If a person was in need of a compulsory ghusl (bath) due to intercourse or a wet dream, and was unable to have a 

ghusl before subh sadiq and in this condition he makes the intention, no harm would be caused to his fast. 
 

Factors that excuse a person from fasting in the month of Ramadan: 
1) If one does not have the strength to fast due to sickness or if due to fasting, the illness will increase, then one is 

excused from fasting. However, it will be necessary to keep the qadā later. 
2) If a pregnant woman fears some harm on herself or her child due to the fast,she should not fast but keep qadā later. 
3) That woman who is breastfeeding her own child or any other child, and if due to fasting, the child will not receive 

milk, then she should not fast but keep the qadā later. 
4) One who is travelling a distance of at least 48 miles is permitted not to fast. If one is able to fast without causing any 

difficultly or harm to oneself then it is better for one to do so. If fasting will cause harm to oneself or those travelling 
with one, then it is better not to fast. 

5) If one commences the journey whilst one is fasting then it is necessary for one to complete the fast. And if one does 
not fast whilst on a journey, but one ate or drank something and in this state one 

1) returns home then one should abstain from eating and drinking for the rest of the day. If one did not eat or drink and 
one reaches home at such a time wherein it is permissible to make intention for the fast1 then it is necessary. 

2) for one to make the intention (and observe the fast). 
6) If one is threatened with murder and is forced to break one’s fast then it is permissible for one to break the fast and 

one should keep the qadā later. 
7) If one is overcome with sickness, thirst or hunger to such an extent that an expert Muslim doctor says that his 
3) life is in danger, then it is necessary for one to break the fast and to keep the qadā later. 
8) It is not permissible for a woman to fast during the days of haid (menses) and nifās (postnatal bleeding). It is 
4) necessary for her to keep the qadā. It is necessary on the sick, the traveller, the woman in haid or nifās and all those 

who are excused from fasting that they respect the month of Ramadhan and do not eat during the day in front of 
others. 

 
The Qada (Missed) Fasts 

When one misses a fast due to a valid excuse, one should keep the qadā fast as soon as one is able to do so. There is no 
guarantee of life. One has a choice of keeping the qadā consecutively or separately. If the traveler after returning home, or 
the sick person after recovering, do not live for so long whereby they could complete all the missed fasts, then they will be 
responsible for only the amount of days for which they lived thereafter. 
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Sehri (Early morning meal) 
It is sunnah for the fasting person to partake of sehrī during the last portion of the night, before subh sadiq. This is also a 
means of acquiring blessings and rewards. The sunnah of sehrī will be fulfilled if one eats after midnight, but it is better to 
eat during the last portion of the night. 
 

Iftar (Meal after fasting) 
It is makrūh to delay the iftār after being certain that the sun has set. If however it is a cloudy day, it will be permissible to 
delay the iftār for a few minutes, in fact as a precaution it should be delayed for at least 2 or 3 minutes.  
 

Q&A About Fasting 
COMPILED BY DARUL IFTA, SHARIAH BOARD, NEW YORK 
 
Q: What happens to my fast if I eat or drink forgetfully?  
A: This fast will remain valid and is not nullified. (Fatawa Rahimiyyah 4/75) 
 
Q: If a person accidentally swallows water during wudhū, does his fast break? 
A: Yes. In such a case only qadhā is necessary and not kaffārah, meaning he has to make up only one fast in place of it. (Fatawa 
Rahimiyyah 4/75) 
 
Q: Is it permissible to use toothpaste while fasting? 
A: It is makrūh (disliked) to use toothpaste whilst fasting. There is a strong possibility of the toothpaste being swallowed. (Hidayah, 
1/123) 
 
Q: Is it permissible to use the miswak during fasting? 
A: Yes (Tirmizhi Shareef, 716) 
 
Q: Is it permissible to take a blood test while fasting? 
A: Yes. It is permissible to take a blood test provided that it does not cause weakness in the body to such an extent where one is 
unable to fast. (Ahsan al-Fatāwā 4/435) 
 
Q: Will injections break my fast?  
A: No (Fatāwā Rahimiyyah 4/72-73) 
 
Q: I am diabetic and need to use insulin injections during my day.  Will this break my fast? 
A: No, injections do not break the fast. (Fatāwā Rahimiyyah 4/72-73) 
 
Q: Is one allowed to have a dentist appointment during Ramadān? 
A: Visiting the dentist office will not invalidate one’s fast, however, it is advisable to delay the appointment until after Ramadān as 
there is a strong possibility of something reaching the throat.  (Ahsan al-Fatāwā 4/436) 
 
Q: Will my fast break if I have my tooth taken out? 
A: No (Fatāwā Rahimiyyah 4/76) 
 
Q: Will smoking nullify the fast? 
A: Yes. It is not permissible to smoke while fasting and it will necessitate a qadhā as well as a kaffārah, meaning he must fast two 
consecutive months to make up for this. (Fatawa Rahimiyyah 4/89) (Durr al-Mukhtār 3/366) 
 
Q: Will using a nasal spray invalidate the fast? 
A: Yes. (Radd al-Muhtār 2/395) 
 
Q: Is one excused from fasting merely because the fasting hours are long? 
A: No. (Ahsan al-Fatāwā 4/70,433) 
 
Q: Is taking part in suhoor (a meal before Fajr time) a condition for the fast to be valid?  
A: It is mustahabb (recommended) to eat suhoor, as it has been encouraged by the Prophet (s). However, if one is unable to take 
part in suhoor, the fast will still be valid. (Bukhari, 1923) (Muslim, 1095) 
 
Q: Is it preferable to delay in breaking the fast (after the sun has set)? 
A: After the sun has set, one should not delay in breaking the fast. It is reported in Musnad Ahmad that the Prophet (s) said, “My 
ummah will remain upon good so long as they delay the suhoor, and hasten in iftar (after the sun has set).” It is reported in another 
hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari that the Prophet (s) said, “the people will remain upon good so long as they hasten in iftar (after the sun 
has set).” (Musnad Ahmad, 21507) (Bukhari, 1957)  
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Q: If a student has an exam during the month of Ramadan, is he or she permitted to forego the fast in order to study for the test?  
A:  No (Fatāwā Rahimiyyah 4/67) 
 
Q: Can a person fast on someone else’s behalf? 
A: No (Imdād al-Fatāwā 2/151) (Radd al-Muhtār 2/119) 
 
Q: Are women permitted to fast during their cycle or during post-natal bleeding?  
A: Women are not permitted to fast on the days of their cycle nor post-natal bleeding. Those fasts must be made up on a later date, 
after Ramadan. (Ahsan al-Fatāwā 4/438) 
 
Q: When making up Ramadan fasts, should taraweeh prayers also be made up? 
A: Taraweeh prayers are specific for the month of Ramadan. The fast is to be made up without performing any Taraweeh prayer. 
(Bukhari, 37) (Muslim, 759)  
 
Q: If blood goes down a person’s throat, will the fast be invalidated? 
A: If there is no doubt that blood did go down a person’s throat, that fast will be nullified and will need to be made up. (Radd al-
Muhtār 3/367) 
 
Q: If one can't fast in the month of Ramadan because of old age what should they do? Can his family fast for him? 
A: No one can fast on behalf of another person. If a person is not capable of fasting in the month of Ramadān due to some reason, 
such as old age and or such an illness from which he has no hope of recovery, then he may offer fidya (monetary compensation) for 
each day he is unable to fast. (Imdād al-Fatāwā 2/151) (Radd al-Muhtār 2/119) 
 
These fidya payments are meant to feed a miskīn (person in need) for each of the fasting days missed and are equivalent to the price of 
feeding one person twice. 
 
If he wishes he can give fidya from the beginning of Ramadān for the entire month or he can give it at the end of the month. To give 
fidya before the month commences will not be correct. (Ahsan al-Fatāwā 4/430,445) 
 
Q: Will using an inhaler break my fast? Please keep in mind that I am an asthma patient.  
A: Yes, since inhalers contain medicine, they will break the fast. If a patient has asthma then their difficulty in breathing is a good 
indication that they should break the fast and use the inhaler if there is a flare up and make up one fast later as qadha. Therefore, if 
your doctor feels that your condition is severe enough to cause weakness or worsen your health if you fast then this could be 
considered a chronic illness which will allow you to break your fast and pay fidyāh. If you recover from your illness then you will 
need to perform make up the fasts (qadha). (Ramadān aur Jadīd masā’il pg.141) 
 
Q: If I apply cream or lotion will it break the fast? 
A: All creams, lotions and medications that are for external use and are applied to the skin will not break the fast. (Ramadān aur 
Jadīd masā’il pg.187) 
 
Q: I have a chest infection and my doctor gave me some medication to take, can I break my fast?  
A: If your doctor considers it to be a severe illness because of which your condition will worsen if you fast, then you should take your 
medication and perform a qadā later. There will be no need for kaffārah.  (Maraqiy al-Falāh pg.258) 
 
Q: I have an appointment with my gynecologist for a pap-smear procedure during Ramadān, will it break my fast?  
A: This will break the fast because generally this type of procedure is carried out using lubricants and creams which will enter the 
private area. If lubricants and creams are not used then it will not break the fast. (Fatāwā Rahimiyyah 4/72) 
 
Q: Can a woman in her period eat food in Ramadān during the day? 
A: She will be allowed to eat anytime during the day. It will be preferable not to eat in front of others who are fasting. 
(Ahsan al-Fatāwā 4/438) 
 
Q: Will eye drops break my fast?  
A: Eye drops and any other eye procedures will not break the fast even though the medication can be tasted it in the mouth. The 
same applies for applying surma.  (Ahsan al-Fatāwā 4/439) 
 
Q: Is it permissible not to fast if I am pregnant or breast-feading? 
A: Is it permissible not to fast if there is a fear of harm to the fetus or the mother is unable or finds it difficult to produce milk 
without regular meals. (Tirmizhi, 707) 
 
Q: Will vomiting break fast? 
A: Fast will not break a person vomits unintentionally, regardless of how much vomit came out.  If he vomits intentionally (by putting 
his finger in his throat), his fast will break if a mouthful or more of vomit comes out. In such a case, only qadha is necessary.   
(Tirmizhi Shareef, 711) 
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KID’S CORNER

Da Fade: To get or not to get? 

Once, Nabi  happened to notice a boy who had some of his hair long, while the rest was 

short. He  reprimanded the youngster by saying that this should not be done. Either the 

hair should be left to grow at the same length, or it should be cut equally all around. (Abu 

Dawud) 

Moral: Nowadays, outrageous trends have emerged among the youth around us, including 

a particular hairstyle called the ‘fade’. Unfortunately, countless Muslim youth have also 

gotten this horrendous and despicable haircut, which is exactly what Nabi  prohibited 

quite clearly. The next time you go to the barber, remember to keep this prohibition in 

mind. 

An Incredible Answer 

Iyas bin Muawiyah was a judge who was 

renowned for his insight, understanding, and 

wisdom. It so happened that once, a farmer 

came to his court and asked, “Please inform me 

if wine is halal (permissible) or haram 

(impermissible)? Iyas replied, “It is haram.” 

The man asked, “How can that be? Tell me, are 

grapes halal or haram?” Iyas replied, “Halal.” The 

man then asked, “Is so-and-so plant halal or 

haram? Iyas replied, “Halal.” The man then 

asked, “Is water halal or haram?” Iyas replied, 

“Halal.” The man exclaimed, “What is the 

difference then? Grapes, plants, and water are 

halal, and they are the ingredients of wine. How 

can the ingredients be halal, and the final 

product haram? 

To answer his question, Iyas asked the man, “If I 

take a handful of sand and throw it at you, will it 

hurt you?” The man replied, “No.” Iyas then 

asked, “If I take a handful of straw and throw it 

at you, will it hurt you?” The man replied, “No.” 

Iyas then asked, “If I take a handful of water and 
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throw it at you, will it hurt you?” The man replied, 

No.” Iyas then asked, “Now, if I mix the sand, 

straw, and water, compress the mixture into a 

brick and leave it to dry, and then throw it at you, 

will it cause you any pain?”  The man replied, 

“Yes, of course! In fact, it may even kill me.” Iyas 

continued to explain, “Just as a brick will only 

cause pain when its ingredients are combined, 

water, dates, and plants only when combined 

and left to ferment, will produce wine which is 

haram!” 

 
How to Stop Sinning: The Pill for Preventing the Perpetration of any Possible Peccancy 

Sahl ibn Abdullah al-Tustari  was an extremely pious saint, whose abstinence was of 

the highest order. He grew up in the company of his uncle, Muhammad ibn Sawwar , 

who taught him Allah’s greatness from a tender age. One day, his uncle said to him, “Why 

don’t you remember Allah Who created you?” Sahl replied, “And how should I remember 

Him, O uncle?” His uncle replied saying, “Before you sleep every night, say the following, 

three times in your heart, without moving your tongue: Allah is with me. Allah is watching 

me. Allah is present with me.” Sahl recounts that he followed his uncle’s advice for some 

time and then went back to him. His uncle, Muhammad, advised him to increase the 

action from three times to seven times every night. He continued this way, until his uncle 

then advised him to repeat the phrases eleven times. Sahl reports that soon the 

sweetness of it entered his heart. After a year had passed, Muhammad said to his 

nephew, “Remember what I have taught you and continue with it for the remainder of your 

life. It will bring great benefit to you in both worlds, this one and the next.” Sometime 

afterwards, Muhammad again addressed Sahl and said, “O nephew! A person who 

realizes that Allah is continuously watching him, will find it quite difficult to disobey Him. 

Beware of disobeying the Almighty Allah!” 
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No Way! 

There are countless examples of our pious predecessors having 

immense blessing in their time. One such example is that of Imam 

Ghazali and his lifetime’s work. Scholars show that all of Imam 

Ghazali’s publications in his life, when calculated and divided, amount to 16 pages of 

written work per day! Another example is of Shaikh Abdul Wahhab Sha’rani  who wrote 

the book, “Al-Yawaaqeet wal-Jawaahir.” Therein he writes, “This book has 300 chapters, 

and for each chapter, I read the entire ‘Kitabul Futuhat’ by Shaikh Akbar ibn Arabi , 

which is no less than 2,000 pages. Thus, during the publication of my book, I have read 

and re-read Shaikh Akbar’s book 300 times.” Shaikh Sha’rani  goes on to say that, “I 

wrote this book in 30 days.” This goes to show that he read Shaikh Akbar’s book 10 times 

every single day for those 30 days!  

 
 

Death is Approaching...... 
 
A major portion of our lives has passed, 

and we do not look at our situation. 

Our time in this world is limited and brief, 

and yet look at our condition. 

 

Where do we stand and what do we do, 

for our life in this world is a test. 

Do we do what we want, follow our desires, 

and spend our life in mere rest? 

 

We delay what’s today for tomorrow, 

but tomorrow isn’t certain we forget. 

Today is not the day for amusement and 

beguilement, 

for tomorrow, in the grave, we will regret. 

 

When the angel of death will come to us, 

and his coming is destined and true, 

With nowhere to run, nowhere to hide, 

on that day what will we do? 

 

The grave is calling out to each one of us, 

“Oh my resident to be, 

How can you be so impetuous and heedless, 

and think yourself to be free? 

Allah has granted you, in the world, 
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such a blessed opportunity, 

to do good and to do what he wishes, 

for when you are within me, 

If Allah was pleased with you,  

then your stay will be without difficulty, 

while, if you continue to disobey 

the One and Only, 

I will certainly put you through 

the worst of difficulties.” 

 

We have to heed Allah’s warnings, 

for our time in this world is running fast, 

We have to do good actions in this present, 

for this present is quickly becoming past. 

This may as well be the last thing we read, 

we might not even get to finish, 

With each breath we are taking, 

our life continues to diminish. 

The remaining seconds of our short lives 

we must fully appreciate, 

do what pleases Allah and seek His forgiveness 

before it is too late! 

 

Here and There 

Khalifah Harun ar-Rashid  was a pious man. Once, he called a servant of his and gave 

him three dirhams to spend, saying, “Spend one Dirham here and there, the other 

nowhere, and the third here and not there.” With this order, the 

servant went away. Soon, he came upon a masjid being built, and 

he gave the first dirham for its construction. He then saw a 

juggler performing for the people, and he spent the second 

dirham there. Using the third dirham, he bought a fruit. 

Thereafter, the servant returned to Harun ar-Rashid , and 

informed him of his spending. He said, “I spent the first dirham for a 

masjid, which will benefit you in both this world and the next. I then spent the second 

dirham on a juggler, whose antics will not benefit you in either the two worlds. Finally, I 

spent the last dirham on a fruit, which will provide you benefit in this world and not the 

next.” Hearing this, the Khalifah was very pleased, and he rewarded the servant 

handsomely. 
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Name: ______________________ 

The Ashara Mubasharah 

ACROSS 

1 The one who even Shaitan was scared of 

5 The one who was named by Rasulullah (SAW) 

7 The Horseman of Islam (Faarisul Islam) 

8 The Falcon on the Day of Uhud 

9 The cousin and son-in-law of Nabi (SAW) 

DOWN 

2 the Trustworthy Person of this Ummah 

3 married two of the daughters of Nabi (SAW) 

4 the brother-in-law of Umar (ra) 

5 the Companion of Nabi (SAW) in the cave 

6 the Prophet (SAW)’s Disciple 

WORD BANK: ABDURRAHMAN, ABUBAKR, ABUUBAIDAH, ALI, SAAD, SAEED, TALHAH, UMAR, UTHMAN, ZUBAIR 
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Name: ______________________ 

Nabi (SAW) 

Allah 

Muhammad 

Makkah 

Madinah 

Prophet 

Messenger 

Jibreel 

Quran 

Hadith 

Sahabah 

Sayyid 

Seerah 

Sunnah 

Miraj 

 ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
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